
Laguna Promised Land Chapel Retreat
27,000 Sq. Ft. Structure Supported by Helical Piles on Shifting Beachfront Soil

Beachfront construction along the Gulf Coast presents a demanding 
foundation challenge for any structure type. Shifting sand, active erosion, 
and a higher-than-average water table make structural stability essential. 
Standard shallow foundations would risk severe shifting or sinking. Helical 
piers bypass shifting beach sands until they reach deep, stable, load-
bearing soils. Once anchored, they transfer the weight of the chapel off the 
surface sand and onto these deeper layers, anchoring the building securely 
against lifting or shifting during extreme coastal weather events. Helical 
piers are screwed into the ground using hydraulic machinery - resulting in 
low vibration, minimal soil displacement, and a quieter construction 
process than driven piles.
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