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Step by Step Guide to Filling Out FL-100: "Petition- Marriage/Domestic Partnership" 
 
Presented by: Farzad & Ochoa Family Law Attorneys, LLP  
 
"Hello, and welcome to our presentation on the FL-100, which is the petition for dissolution of 
marriage, legal separation, or nullity, which is also called an annulment." 
 
[Image of a woman pointing to a chalkboard] 
  
"So, today we going to go over the FL-100 and generally cover its various boxes and exactly 
what they mean. We are not going to cover this in too much detail because that would take 
hours." 
 
[Image of a piece of paper that reads, "Information on this video is not legal advice or other 
advice of any kind. This video is for general informational purposes only. If you need legal 
advice, consult with a licensed California family law attorney."] 
 
"But, my hope is after we are done, you will have a much better understanding of this judicial 
council form." 
 
[Image of a notebook and pen] 
 
"So, let's get started." 
 
[Instrumental break] 
 
[Image of FL-100 form] 
 
"Section #1: Legal Relationship. This section is pretty self-explanatory. You check off whether 
or not you are married, whether you're domestic partners and your domestic partnership was 
established in California, or whether you're domestic partners and the domestic partnership was 
not established in California." 
 
[Instrumental break] 
 
“Section #2: Residence Requirements. Now, most of the time, if you are dealing with spouses 
who are married, you are going to be checking off box (a), and the Petitioner will need to 
represent whether he or she has been a resident of the state of California for at least six months 
and of the county in which they are filing for at least three months immediately prior to filing the 
petition. That is what establishes residency when you file a divorce case. Now, you may wonder 
why the six-month and three-month requirements." 
 



[Image of a man standing on top of California] 
 
[Image of a box that reads, "Felix has been a resident of California for the past six months and of 
Los Angeles County for the past three months. He meets the residency requirements to file in 
Los Angeles County."] 
 
"Quite simply, if you are going to file a divorce in California, you need to have lived in 
California and, specifically, in the county you are filing for that duration for California to have 
the jurisdiction, which means power, to actually divorce you. And, it's possible that you may 
have been out of state during part of that six months. But, as long as your residency did not 
change and you remained a resident of the state of California, as well as the county, for that six-
month and three-month timeframe, you should be fine." 
 
[Image of an attorney consulting a client] 
 
"If you are not sure, an experienced divorce attorney can let you know whether or not you do or 
do not meet the residency requirements." 
 
[Image of FL-100 form] 
 
"If the other party, the Respondent, also meets the residency requirement, you can also check off 
that box. But, it is not necessary for both parties to meet the residency requirement. If the 
Petitioner only meets it or the Respondent only meets it, that should be enough to be able to 
commence the divorce petition. The other two boxes are self-explanatory. They deal with 
domestic partnerships and same-sex marriages. And, there's not much that I can add that would 
be helpful to those boxes." 
 
[Instrumental break] 
 
"Section #3: Statistical Facts. So, here you list the date of the marriage. You want to list the 
specific date, which is the month, the day, and the year, and the date of separation." 
 
[Image of a couple disagreeing with each other] 
 
"What sometimes will happen is you may not be sure about the date of separation, and that's 
normal. It's possible that the date of separation, as that term is defined by California Family Code 
70, may not be clear. You and your spouse may even have a disagreement regarding the date of 
separation. If you are not sure about the date of separation…." 
 
[Image of FL-100 form] 
 
"…a common practice is to write 'TBD' or 'to be determined.' And, that means if you populate 
that box with 'TBD,' then the time from date of marriage to date of separation will also be 'TBD.' 
Once again, the boxes regarding registration of domestic partnerships are self-explanatory, and 
everything I wrote about date of separation applies to those boxes as well." 
 



[Instrumental break] 
 
"Minor Children. If there are no minor children, you check off box 'a.' If there are minor 
children, then you list each child's name, birth date, and age. And, if you need more space, notice 
the 'continued on attachment 4(b)' as well. If there is a child, who is not born yet, meaning the 
woman is pregnant with the child, but the child is not born, you can check off that box that you 
see which is in parentheses with the number two that reads quote, 'a child who is not yet born.' If 
the Petitioner and the Respondent signed a voluntary declaration of parentage or paternity, then 
the Petitioner can check off that box 'e' and attach a copy of it to the actual petition." 
 
[Image of a family tree diagram] 
 
"The voluntary declaration of paternity or parentage means that there is no dispute regarding the 
parentage of the child or the children." 
 
[Instrumental break] 
 
[Image of FL-100 form] 
 
"That brings us to Section #5: Legal Grounds. Now, you can request a divorce or a legal 
separation, and you can check off either box that applies under subsection 5(a). If you are 
checking off a divorce, you have to make sure you meet the residency requirement. For legal 
separation, however, you do not need to meet the residency requirements. But, that is a 
somewhat complex topic and is beyond the scope of this presentation. Once again, as you will 
probably hear me say a few times during this presentation…." 
 
[Image of an attorney's office] 
 
"…you should consult with an experienced divorce attorney like, for example, those at our firm 
who can explain to you the difference between legal separation and divorce. And whether or not 
it makes sense to check off that box or whether more is required. Most people check off 
'irreconcilable differences.'” 
 
[Image of FL-100 form] 
 
“Rarely does it apply, but sometimes there is permanent legal incapacity to make decisions as a 
basis for a divorce or a legal separation, which is why that second box exists. In addition, you 
have the option for a nullity. A nullity is sometimes called an annulment. You have two options 
here: one is for a void marriage, and one is for a voidable marriage. A void marriage is a 
marriage that is an invalid marriage from the start. The two options are incest or bigamy.” 
 
[Images of a DNA double helix and three wedding rings]  
 
“When you are dealing with incest or bigamy, you are dealing with a marriage that was void 
from the beginning. And, if you check off those boxes, you are telling the court that you want the 
marriage voided because it was void from the outset.”  



 
[Image of FL-100 form] 
 
“You can also ask for an annulment based on a voidable marriage or a domestic partnership. A 
voidable marriage gives you six options. Petitioner's age at the time of the registration of 
domestic partnership or marriage is one option. Prior existing marriage or domestic partnership is 
the second option. Then, you have unsound mind, fraud, force, or physical incapacity. My strong 
recommendation is before you seek an annulment, you should absolutely consult with a divorce 
attorney. Annulments are a very complex area of law.” 
 
[Images of a judge and court documents] 
 
“Courts do not just readily hand out annulments like they do divorces or legal separations. You 
should make sure that you actually meet the legal requirements for an annulment before you 
proceed with one. Because if the court ends up denying your request for annulment and you did 
not handle it correctly, you may be starting the process all over again, which will cost you 
significant time and money.” 
 
[Instrumental break] 
 
[Image of FL-100 form] 
 
“Section #6: Child Custody and Visitation. Visitation is also called ‘parenting time.’ The first 
box is legal custody of the children. If you want, as a petitioner, legal custody to you, you check 
off that box. If you think legal custody should go to the Respondent, which I can tell you in my 
career, I have never seen a petitioner check that box off; you can check off that box. If you want 
you and the Respondent to have joint legal custody, you check off ‘joint.’ And, if you want 
something else, you check off ‘other.’” 
 
[Images of a clipboard and legal documents] 
 
“If you are going to check off ‘other,’ you should probably explain to the court in an attachment 
what it is that you want. And, you will see various options below there next to ‘as requested in.’” 
 
[Image of FL-100 form] 
 
“Those are boxes that you can check off, and if you look at those judicial council forms, the 
judicial council forms will deal with physical custody, parenting time, and legal custody. And, 
you can check off exactly what you are looking for if you are going for ‘other.’ Physical custody 
of the children. Physical custody is a label that is attached to custody. Typically, physical 
custody will be joint or sole. You can check off again Petitioner, Respondent, joint physical 
custody, or other. Child visitation also called ‘parenting time.’ Now, if both parents, if the 
Petitioner, I should say, wants parenting time for both parents, typically, what they would do is 
they would check off both the Petitioner box and the Respondent box. If the Petitioner wants no 
parenting time for the Respondent, they would only check off the Petitioner box.” 
 



[Image of an abusive father yelling at his daughter] 
 
“That would be in extreme cases where the Respondent is a danger to the children, and the 
Petitioner has a good reason to make such a request.” 
 
[Image of FL-100 form] 
 
“You can also check off ‘other’ and, once again, you would then have to look into the judicial 
council forms and use the ones that apply to you. You’ll notice there are six options for you. Five 
of them are forms with actual numbers. That last one that says ‘Attachment 6c(1)’ is actually a 
blank attachment. That’s something if none of the other judicial council forms apply to 
your situation, you would check off that box and explain to the court what it is you want. That 
would be pretty rare. I believe one of the five judicial council forms or multiple of the five 
judicial council forms will apply to your situation.” 
 
[Instrumental break] 
 
“Section #7: Child Support. There is not much to check off here. Child support is fairly 
straightforward in the state of California. You don’t have to check off a box asking for child 
support. Because if you have children and are going through a divorce, child support is going to 
be an issue in your case. If there is something you want that is unique, you can, of course, check 
off the ‘other’ box and specify it. I have rarely, if ever, seen that box checked off or anything 
specified.” 
 
[Instrumental break] 
 
“Section #8: Spousal or Domestic Partner Support. So, spousal support or domestic partner 
support is sometimes also called ‘alimony.’ You have four options: spousal or domestic partner 
support payable to. Now, typically what will happen is the Petitioner will check off the Petitioner 
box here, essentially stating that the Petitioner wants spousal support paid to him or her. I have 
not yet seen a petitioner check off the Respondent box where the Petitioner wants and is asking 
the court for the Petitioner to pay spousal support to the Respondent. Even though that may very 
well happen in the case, you rarely, if ever, see that box checked off. The second box is about 
termination or ending the court's power ability to award spousal support. Petitioners will 
typically check off this box and then check off Respondent, which means they’re communicating 
that they want the court to terminate or end the court's ability to award spousal support to the 
other party, the Respondent. Sometimes, the Petitioner will check off the ‘reserve for future 
determination box,’ that may mean that the Petitioner wants the court to reserve its jurisdiction 
for the future. Reserving jurisdiction means reserving its power to award it at some point in the 
future. You shouldn’t take these boxes lightly. If you are not 100% sure what you are doing, 
which I think applies to almost all self-represented parties, please talk to a divorce attorney.” 
 
[Image of an attorney consulting with a client] 
 
 



“Because the divorce attorney can tell you the consequences of checking off the boxes and which 
ones you should check off as it applies to your situation. Checking off the wrong box can 
actually hurt you. If you check off the wrong box, and your case, for example, goes through a 
default proceeding, and then you realize during a default proceeding you checked off the wrong 
box, a court could potentially preclude you from requesting something different than what you 
checked off in the box.” 
 
[Images of a judge and a court document] 
 
“I realize that is an unusual situation, and it really should not happen, but it can happen under 
some circumstances. So, you have to be very careful which boxes you are checking off here 
when you are the Petitioner. Mistakes can be costly in the long run.” 
 
[Instrumental break] 
 
[Image of FL-100 form] 
 
“Section #9: Separate Property. Unless it is a very short marriage and literally there are no assets 
or debts that either party has, it’s pretty rare for anyone to check off 9(a). Most of the time, what 
people do is they will check off 9(b), and then they will have generic language. Generic language 
can vary depending on the law office that drafts it. But, the generic language typically will 
communicate that the Petitioner hasn’t determined his or her separate property claims yet and 
will determine as the case goes on. And will disclose a separate property in a property 
declaration or a preliminary declaration of disclosure.” 
 
[Instrumental break] 
 
“Section #10 is very similar, except it deals with community property. Once again, typically, you 
see generic language here. Although, sometimes, it is best not to use generic language and 
actually complete the property declaration, which is the FL-160. Similar to what you may do in 
the previous section nine, which also gives you the option for an FL-160. We’re not going to get 
into it too much here, but completing a property declaration is going to be necessary if you 
believe the Respondent is going to default, meaning not participate in the proceeding. And, once 
again, this is a fairly complex area of law.” 
 
[Image of a woman being yelled at through her phone] 
 
“And, if you suspect that your spouse is not going to participate in the proceeding and you are 
going to obtain a default on your spouse, then you should absolutely speak with a family law 
attorney because a default proceeding is not as simple as a lot of people think it is.” 
 
[Image of an attorney’s desk] 
 
“The way you complete the petition. The way you complete the attachment FL-160 is critical to 
the success of the default proceeding that may come later. And, you could potentially be denied 



your requested relief, and the court may not even divide the assets the way you wanted if you do 
not complete the petition and the FL-160 correctly.” 
 
[Instrumental break] 
 
[Image of FL-100 form] 
 
“Section #11: Attorney’s Fees. Most of the time, the Petitioner will check off the attorney’s fees 
box and ask for the attorney’s fees to be payable by the other party, the Respondent. So, the 
Respondent box is checked off. Once again, it is rare that you will see the Petitioner say to the 
court that they want to pay the other side's attorney’s fees. I have seen at times that petitioners 
will check off both boxes. Essentially, trying to communicate to the court that each person 
should pay for their own attorney’s fees. We understand why some petitioners want to do that. 
We are not big fans of that, and we explain that to our clients.” 
 
[Image of an attorney consulting their client] 
 
“But again, we understand sometimes petitioners don’t want to upset their spouses and want to 
check off both boxes. I think an attorney's advice is important here because if you are walking on 
eggshells worried about what your spouse is going to think, maybe your mindset is incorrect 
walking into the divorce petition.” 
 
[Image of FL-100 form] 
 
“If the Petitioner has changed, typically her name, and wants her former name or her maiden 
name back, the Petitioner should check off this box and state what her former name is. And, what 
former name do you want back. Then the other boxes are any other requests that you may want. 
Lawyers will sometimes check off this box and put specific requests that they want. This can be 
generic language. This could be very specific language, depending on the case. We’ve seen 
situations where a spouse who has a prenuptial agreement may check off this box and ask the 
court to enforce that prenuptial agreement.” 
 
[Image of an attorney on her phone] 
 
“Whether or not that is the correct way to do it is something that the divorce attorney can explain 
to you depending on your specific situation. If you need more room, you can always check off 
attachment 11(c), and you can include a blank form which can further go into what it is that you 
are asking the court to do.” 
 
[Image of FL-100 form] 
 
“And, then section twelve, it’s self-explanatory. You are dating it, you are printing your name, 
and you’re signing it. Please take note you are signing this document under penalty of perjury. 
Perjury is often a felony in the state of California. That is telling you to take this document 
seriously and do not check off boxes, and did not make requests that are inconsistent with the 



facts and the law. Once again, the advice of a divorce attorney can really help make sure you do 
this correctly.” 
 
[Instrumental break] 
 
[Image of documents] 
 
We hope you enjoyed our guide to FL-100. 
 
[Image of Wi-Fi signal] 
 
Visit us today at farzadlaw.com 
 
Farzad & Ochoa, Family Law Attorneys, LLP 
 
California Family Law Attorneys for Good and Honest Men and Women  
 
Contact us for a strategy session. 
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San Diego: (619) 929-3040 
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