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What is the average cost of a divorce? 

Mediated: $5k 
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Litigated: $15-$30k 
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Divorce Hurts Women 

50% of a custodial mother's pre-divorce income can be lost. 

52% of custodial mothers have child support agreements in place. 

29% of custodial-mother families live in poverty. 

Spending Habits are Linked to Divorce 

Large gaps between credit scores are linked to separation. 
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Joint bank accounts lower the likelihood of a separation. 
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Spending over $20k on a wedding makes a divorce 3.5x more likely. 
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A $2k to $4k engagement ring makes a divorce 1.3x more likely. 
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Gray Divorces Involve Spouses at Least Fifty Years of Age 

Spouses who went through a gray divorce report higher depression rates than widows. 
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Women 63 and older who went through a gray divorce experience a poverty rate nine times the 
rate of married couples of the same age. 
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The gray divorce rate more than doubled between 1990 and 2008 alone. 
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On average, Southern and Western regions of the country have the highest gray divorce rates. 
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Divorce Affects Your Future Quality of Life 

People that divorce become less popular and are sometimes perceived as threats by married 
friends. 
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Someone who experiences a separation or divorce has a 23% higher mortality rate than someone 
who doesn’t experience either. 
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Up to 67% of second marriages end in divorce, and up to 74% of third marriages end in divorce. 
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Social Networks Influence Divorce Rates 

Someone with more friends is less likely to divorce than those with fewer friends. 

Republicans are less likely to divorce than Democrats. 

A spouse is 75% more likely to divorce if a friend is divorced. 

A spouse is 33% more likely to divorce if a friend of a friend is divorced. 

Divorce and Marriage Rates are Dropping 
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The divorce rate for men and women under age 35 has declined.  

Remarriage rates have dropped by almost 50% for women and 60% for men. 

Nearly 50% of all Americans aged 18 and older were married in 2017 compared to 58% in 1990. 

The first marriage rate decreased from 49.8 first marriages in 2008 to 43.1 in 2013.   

Household Income Can Affect Marriage and Divorce Rates 

Couples where a husband does not work full-time and the wife is the income-earner are 33% 
more likely to divorce. 
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Couples with an annual income that exceeds $50,000 have a 30% less chance of getting 
divorced. 
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Americans living in poverty are more likely to be single than middle- and upper-class 
Americans.   
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Most Children Are Negatively Affected By Divorce 

Girls living with their fathers after a divorce are more likely to attempt suicide than girls living 
with their mothers. 
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Children of divorced parents are more likely to engage in high-risk sex and experience poverty. 
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Children of divorced parents have an increased chance of dropping out of school, using 
substances, or experiencing depressed moods.    
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Education Levels Can Affect Marital Events 

Recently divorced parents with at least some college education are more likely to have minor 
children in the household than less-educated parents. 
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Women with at least a four-year college degree have an almost 80% chance of remaining 
married for over 20 years.   
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College graduates generally marry at a later age and are 10-20 percent less likely to divorce.   
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Child Support in America 
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Only 44% of custodial parents receive the full amount of child support. 

The aggregate amount of child support due in 2015 was about $33.7 billion. 

The child support program uplifted nearly 750,000 parents from poverty in 2017. 
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