


Foreword

The Gospel of John gives us one of the clearest and most compelling portraits of
Jesus...His words, His works, and His heart for the world. Written so that we “may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing we may have life
in His name” (John 20:31), it invites us not just to know about Jesus, but to truly know

Him and follow Him.

This devotional is designed to walk alongside our The Word Made Flesh sermon series,
helping us carry the truth from Sunday into the rest of the week. Each reading draws
from the week’s message, grounding us in the passage, pointing us to Jesus, and

encouraging us to live out what we’ve learned.

These devotionals are meant to help you pray and meditate on biblical truths and key
concepts throughout the day. You can move through them daily, weekly, or at your own

pace- whatever helps you slow down and truly engage with God’s Word.

My prayer is that as you read, reflect, and respond, the words of John’s Gospel will
take deeper root in your heart. May you see His glory more clearly, trust His promises

more full and follow His ways more faithfully, day by day.
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It All Begins With Jesus
Day 1

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being
through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come
into being.”

John 1:1-3

There’s something deeply comforting about how John begins his Gospel. He doesn’t
start with a manger, a miracle, or even a man. He starts with eternity.

“In the beginning...”

Before there was light, time, or breath, there was Jesus. Not an idea, not a force, not a
philosophy. A Person. The Word. The One who both was with God and was God. That
means Jesus isn’t just part of the story. He is the story. He’s not a new character
introduced midway, He’s the author from page one.

John calls Him the Logos. The Word. And in that one title, centuries of longing find their
answer. The Jews longed for the God who speaks, the One who hovered over the
waters and spoke light into being. The Greeks searched for the logic behind existence,
the force that held the cosmos together. John says, “It’s Jesus. He’s what you’ve been
looking for.”

And here’s the beautiful part: the One who was there in the beginning is also the One
who offers you a new beginning. Not just once. Not just on the day you got saved. But
again and again and again.

Every day.

Some of us need to be reminded of that. Because life has a way of piling on. Wounds
don’t always heal overnight. Shame doesn’t always lift after a single prayer. The past
doesn’t always stay in the past.
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But Jesus knows that. And still, He comes to you, not with condemnation, but with
invitation.

A new beginning. A fresh start. Not a do-over that denies your past but a redemption
that transforms it.

Maybe today feels heavy. Maybe you’ve been stuck in shame or swallowed by
disappointment. Maybe you’ve let yourself believe that the best you could do is just
keep limping forward. But Jesus isn’t done with you.

He was there at the beginning of all things and He is here now, offering to begin
something new in you.

You don’t have to manufacture it. You don’t have to earn it. You just have to come to
Him.

Because that’s who He is. The One through whom all things were made... and the One
who holds all things together. Let Him hold you together today. Let Him start again with
you, not because you failed, but because this is what grace does.

Jesus was in the beginning, and He comes to bring you a new beginning. Not just
once. But every morning.

It really does all begin with Him.



The Life That Fills the Soul
Day 2

“In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. The Light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”...."And the Word
became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the
only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

John 1:4-5, 14

We all feel it. A kind of tiredness that runs deeper than sleep can fix. It’s the quiet
weight behind our striving, our scrolling, our schedules, and our restlessness. We are
alive, yet often aching inside like something’s missing. The truth is, apart from Jesus,
we are not just tired... we are spiritually dead.

That sounds harsh at first, but it’s the condition every one of us starts in. Dead in our
sin. Disconnected from God. Longing for something more, but unsure where to look.
We were made for life, but not just the kind that fills our lungs. We were made for life
that fills the soul.

The Bible has a word for this kind of life: Zéé. It's different from bios, which means
physical life. Zoe€ is spiritual life. It is fullness. Wholeness. It is the kind of life you were
created to live. And John tells us where this life is found.

“In Him was life.”

Not around Him. Not in ideas about Him. Not even in the good things He made. Life is
in Him. And here is the good news. That life has come for you.

The Word became flesh.

God did not remain distant. He came close. He put on skin and bones and stepped
into the brokenness of our world. Jesus didn’t stay in the garden, untouched by pain.
He left the garden to walk with us through the thorns. He knows sorrow. He knows
temptation. He knows what it feels like to be misunderstood, rejected, and weary. And
yet He comes, full of grace and truth, shining light into the darkness.

Legacy
Church



Why?

Because He wants you to have life. Not just at the moment of salvation, but every day

after. You don’t have to live on yesterday’s grace. You don’t have to carry the weight of
who you were last week, or even who you were this morning. The God who raised the

dead to life still raises hearts that have grown cold, dim, or discouraged.

Maybe today you feel a bit like the world John describes. Made by Him, yet unaware of
Him. Or maybe you’ve received Him before, but right now you feel stuck, dry, or
distracted. Let this be your reminder. The Word became flesh and made His dwelling
with you. He didn’t just save you so you could get by. He saved you so you could live.

And if in Him is life, then it means life is always available. Today. Right now.

So take a deep breath. Return to the Tree of Life. Let His light shine in your darkness.
Let His grace speak louder than your shame. Let His presence fill what feels empty.

Jesus didn’t just come to bring you out of death once. He came to bring life into every
part of who you are, every single day.

It’s still true. In Him was life. And it still is.



Light in the Darkness
Day 3

“In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. The Light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”
John 1:4-5

When Jesus entered the world, He didn’t come into a cozy or comfortable place. He
came into darkness. Not just physical darkness, but spiritual blindness. A world
confused, broken, and lost. And yet, He didn’t flinch. The Light shined anyway.

The darkness didn’t understand Him. The world didn’t recognize Him. But the Light
kept shining. It still shines today. And if we belong to Him, then His Light now shines
through us.

That’s an amazing and sobering thought. Jesus said, “You are the light of the world.”
He passed the torch. He filled us with His life, not just to keep it inside, but to let it
shine through every part of our lives. In our work. In our families. In our conversations.
In our choices. We don’t just carry light. We are light.

But here’s the thing. Light is most visible in the dark.

That means the places that feel the most broken or uncomfortable or even hostile are
often the places that need your light the most. It can be tempting to retreat. To play it
safe. To hide the light under a basket. But Jesus never did that. He went to the places
no one else would go. He touched the people others avoided. He stood firm when it
would’ve been easier to blend in. And He calls us to do the same.

So don’t be afraid of the darkness around you. You were made to shine in it.

You don’t need to be loud or flashy to shine. You shine by being kind when others are
cruel. By telling the truth when it costs you. By being steady when the world is
panicked. You shine when you forgive. You shine when you serve. You shine when you
love people who have no reason to love you back.

And here’s the encouragement. The darkness cannot overcome the light. It never has.
It never will. You may feel small. You may feel like your efforts aren’t making much of a
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difference. But light always wins. Even a single candle can drive out a room full of
shadows.

So shine today. Not by your own strength, but with the light of the One who now dwells
within you. He is the Light of the world, and now His Light lives in you. Let it shine.
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He Gets Us
Day 4

“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of
the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
John 1:14

One of the most astonishing claims of the Christian faith is that God became human.
The eternal Word, the very voice that spoke the universe into being, put on flesh. He
entered into the world not as a distant ruler or celestial observer, but as one of us.

This is not a metaphor. It’s not poetic language. Jesus really became flesh. He took on
the full human experience. He cried. He hungered. He bled. He felt betrayal, loneliness,
exhaustion, and even grief. He didn’t skip the hard parts of life-He entered into them
willingly.

And that matters more than we sometimes realize.
Because it means you don’t have to be afraid of Him.

So many people walk around carrying shame. They avoid prayer. They keep their
distance. They hide their sin, not just from others, but from God. As if He wouldn’t
understand. As if He would respond with scolding or indifference. But the Word
became flesh so that you would never have to wonder how God feels about you.

He gets you.

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet
without sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of
grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”
Hebrews 4:15-16

This tells us that Jesus was tempted in every way we are, yet without sin. That does
not make Him cold and unrelatable. It makes Him compassionate. He faced every pull
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and pressure you face, but He endured it all. Not so we would be impressed, but so
that we would know that He knows what it’s like to be...us.

He knows the battle. He knows the pain. And He is not ashamed of you.

You don’t need to fake it in front of Jesus. You don’t need to wait until you’ve cleaned
yourself up or figured everything out. You can come just as you are, with trembling
hands and a heavy heart, and find grace. Not judgment. Not distance. But grace and
mercy in your time of need.

So draw near today. Not because you’re doing great, but because He already did. He
drew near first. He became flesh. He walked among us. He was tempted. He
understands.

And now He invites you to come close, without fear.

12



The Father Revealed
Day 5

“No one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is himself God and is in closest
relationship with the Father, has made Him known.”
John 1:18

For many believers, there is an unspoken struggle in the heart. We feel at ease with
Jesus. He is gentle and approachable. We imagine Him sitting with sinners, healing the
sick, speaking peace over storms and shame alike. But when we think of the Father,
something shifts. He feels distant. Unmoved. Stern. Almost... disappointed.

We may never say it aloud, but we live as if the Father is the angry one and Jesus is the
one who steps in to soften Him. As if Jesus talks the Father into loving us, into forgiving
us, into holding back His wrath. But John puts that idea to rest in a single sentence.

“No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son... has made Him known.”
Jesus didn’t just come to rescue us. He came to reveal the Father.

“He is the image of the invisible God.”
Colossians 1:15

“He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact representation of His
nature.” Hebrews 1:3

You want to know what the Father is like? Look at Jesus. He is not a different version of
God. He is not the gentle counterpart to a harsher divine personality. He is the image of
the invisible God. The exact representation of His nature. To see Jesus is to see the
Father.

When Jesus heals the leper, that is the Father’s heart on display. When He weeps at
Lazarus’ tomb, that is the Father’s compassion. When He draws near to the broken,
welcomes children, and dines with sinners, He is not acting apart from the Father. He is
revealing Him.
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So do not be afraid of God.

He is not distant. He is not moody. He is not waiting to strike. He sent the Son not
because He had to, but because He wanted to. It was the Father’s plan to rescue you.
It was the Father’s heart that initiated salvation. It was the Father who loved the world
so much that He gave His only Son.

Jesus did not talk the Father into loving you. The Father sent Jesus to prove that He
already does. That means you do not have to tiptoe around God. You can come boldly.
You can confess honestly. You can pray confidently. Because when you approach the
Father, you are coming to the same God who stooped to wash His disciples’ feet, who
embraced the prodigal, who hung on a cross and said, “Father, forgive them.”

There is no division between Jesus and the Father. They are one. And they are united in
love for you.
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Knowing Who You Are (And Who You're Not)
Day 6

“They asked him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed, and did not deny, but
confessed, ‘| am not the Christ.’... He said, ‘I am the voice of one crying out
in the wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord,” as the prophet Isaiah

said.”
John 1:20, 23

Before Jesus ever preached a sermon or healed a sick body, there was a man
preparing the way. His name was John. Not John the disciple, but John the Baptizer.

John the Baptizer was bold, rugged, and fearless. He lived in the wilderness. He wore
camel hair and ate locusts and wild honey. His ministry was powerful, and crowds
came from all over to hear him preach and be baptized. But for all the attention he
received, he never let it go to his head.

When the religious leaders came and asked, “Who are you?” John’s answer was
striking.

“I am not the Christ.”

He could have leaned into the moment. People were listening. Rumors were swirling.
This was his chance to elevate himself. But instead, he humbly pointed away from
himself and toward the One who was coming. “l am just a voice,” he said. “l am here to
prepare the way.”

What a freeing truth. John knew exactly who he was, and exactly who he wasn’t.

This kind of clarity is rare today. So many people spend their lives trying to become
what others expect. We chase titles, influence, and validation. We compare our gifts,
our roles, our reach. But John reminds us that the most powerful thing we can do is
simply be faithful to the role God has given us.

You don’t have to be someone else to be used by God.
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If He called you to lead, then lead with courage.

If He called you to serve quietly, then serve with joy.

If He gave you a prophetic voice, use it with boldness.

If He gave you a steady hand to teach, then teach with grace and truth.

God doesn’t measure success the way the world does. He isn’t looking for the loudest
or most followed. He is looking for people who know who they are, play their part well,
and who point to Jesus with every step.

John the Baptizer had every opportunity to take credit. But he didn’t. He knew his role
was not to be the Savior, but to prepare people for Him.

What if you lived that way too?

Today, take a breath. You are not the Christ. You don’t have to be everything for
everyone. You just have to be faithful with what He has entrusted to you. That is more
than enough.
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Repentance Over Rituals
Day 7

“They asked him, ‘Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ,
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water, but
among you stands one you do not know.””

John 1:25-26

John the Baptizer was shaking things up.

He wasn’t a priest. He wasn’t in the temple. He wasn’t wearing the right robes or
performing the right rituals. And yet, people were flocking to him in the wilderness to
be baptized. It caught the attention of the religious leaders. When they confronted him,
their question was sharp: “If you’re not the Messiah or a prophet, then why are you
baptizing people?”

It wasn’t just a theological inquiry. It was an accusation. In their eyes, John had no
authority to do what he was doing.

But John wasn’t trying to gain their approval. He wasn’t trying to fit into the system. He
wasn’t introducing another ritual. He was calling people to what was so easily missed
within the ritual, something much deeper.

Repentance.

His baptism was not a ceremonial box to check. It was a heart-level cry to be made
clean, not just on the outside, but from the inside out.

The religious leaders were experts in purification rituals. They had rules for everything,
how to wash, when to wash, what to offer, and where to stand. But all of their rituals
missed the heart. John’s message cut through the noise. “You need more than clean
hands. You need a clean heart.”

That message still speaks today.
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How easy it is to fall back on spiritual habits that look holy, while avoiding the inward
surrender God is actually after. We show up to church. We sing the songs. We serve
where needed. But sometimes our hearts remain guarded. Unyielded. Unrepentant.

John’s baptism was offensive because it exposed the truth. Religious routines could
not cleanse a soul. Heritage, law, and appearance could not substitute for
transformation. What we need is not more performance, but more repentance.

There is good news though. The One who was standing among them, the One they did
not yet know, had come to do what no ritual ever could. Jesus would offer not just
water on the skin, but Spirit within the heart. He came to make us new.

So let John's words echo in your heart today. Not as condemnation, but as invitation.
Repentance is not something to be feared or avoided. It is the doorway to life. It is how
we prepare room for the King.

If there’s anything you’ve been holding back, bring it to Him now. No religious show, no
performance. Just honesty. He already sees it anyway.

Jesus is standing among us. Let us turn to Him with clean hearts, not just clean hands.
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Behold the Lamb
Day 8

“The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.””
John 1:29

John the Baptizer had said many bold things before. He called people to repent. He
challenged the religious elite. He baptized in the wilderness, outside the established
system. But when he saw Jesus, something different came out of his mouth. He didn’t
say, “Behold the King,” or “Behold the Judge.” He said, “Behold the Lamb.”

Not just any lamb. The Lamb of God. The Lamb who takes away the sin of the world.

Those listening that day would have instantly recognized the weight of his words. The
story of Israel was filled with lambs. Lambs offered at the altar. Lambs slain for sin.
Lambs without blemish or defect. And now, John was pointing to a person and saying,
“This is Him. This is the One all of that was pointing to.”

Jesus is not just a teacher or a miracle worker. He is the fulfillment of every sacrifice
the Old Testament ever required. Every shadow of a lamb throughout Scripture finds its
substance in Him.

He is the lamb provided in the garden, covering the sin and shame of Adam and Eve
He is the lamb caught in the thicket, who took Isaac’s place on Mount Moriah.

He is the Passover lamb, whose blood protected Israel from death in Egypt.

He is the guilt offering of Leviticus, the lamb slain so that sinners could be made clean.

He is Isaiah’s silent lamb, led to slaughter and pierced for our transgressions.

This wasn’t a new idea. It was the fulfillment of a very old one.
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And every (other) priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same
sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a
single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time

until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. For by a single offering he has
perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.
Hebrews 10:11-14

And what sets Jesus apart from every lamb that came before? He doesn’t just cover
sin. He takes it away. Once and for all. Not through a ritual, but through His own life.
Not with the blood of animals, but with His own blood poured out at the cross.

This is why your salvation is secure. Because the Lamb of God has already been slain.
The debt has been paid. The wrath has been satisfied. The judgment has passed over
you. It is finished. He is now sitting at the right hand of God.

And this is why your hope is certain. Because your forgiveness does not depend on
your performance. It rests on a Lamb who was slain before the foundation of the world
and offered at the exact right time, once for all.

So today, stop striving. Stop trying to earn what has already been purchased. Instead,
behold the Lamb and trust in the sufficiency of His offering. Lift your eyes from your
own efforts and fix them on Jesus, who takes away your sin.

There is only one response to a God like this. Worship. Not because you have to, but
because your heart is overwhelmed by a love so complete, so undeserved, and so
sure.

Behold the Lamb of God. He has taken your sin. You are free.
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My Beloved Son
Day 9

“I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him... He on
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy
Spirit. And | have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”
John 1:32-34

“And when Jesus was baptized... a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my
beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.””
Matthew 3:16-17

At first glance, Jesus’ baptism seems out of place. He didn’t need to repent. He had no
sin to confess. He wasn’t starting over. He was perfect. Yet He stepped into the Jordan
River anyway.

Why?
Because Jesus wasn’t being baptized for His sake. He was doing it for ours.

From the very beginning of His public ministry, Jesus identified with us. He didn’t stand
apart from sinners. He stood with them. He entered into the water not because He
needed cleansing, but because we did. His baptism marked the start of a mission that
would end in another kind of immersion, into death on a cross, so that we could be
raised into new life.

And in that moment, something remarkable happened. Heaven opened. The Spirit
descended. And the Father spoke.

“This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.”

Pause and think about that. Jesus had not preached a sermon yet. He had not healed
anyone. He had not gathered disciples or fed the five thousand. The Father’s voice of
delight came before all of it. Jesus was loved and approved before He did anything in
ministry.
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That matters for us more than we realize. Because in Christ, the same is true of you.

If you belong to Jesus, then the Father’s declaration over Him is also His declaration
over you. You are His child. You are His beloved. And He is pleased with you, not
because of what you’ve done, but because of what Jesus has done for you.

You don’t need to earn God’s approval. You already have it. You don’t have to wait for
some future version of yourself. If you are in Christ, the Spirit already rests on you. The
voice of the Father already welcomes you.

So walk with confidence today. Not arrogance. Not pressure. But the peace that comes
from knowing your identity is secure. You are not working for God’s pleasure. You are
living from it.

Jesus stepped into the water to show you that. He went first, so you could follow.
The Spirit remains. The Son has been revealed. And the Father is still speaking.

You are His. You are loved.
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God Speaks
Day 10

“He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see
the Spirit descend and remain, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.””
John 1:33

One simple phrase in John 1 changes everything: “He who sent me to baptize with
water said to me...”

God spoke to John. Not through a dream. Not through a cloud. He simply said
something. This moment is quiet and quick, but it’s profound. God had something to
say to John, and John heard Him.

Now, before we jump too quickly to apply that to ourselves, it’s important to pause and
acknowledge something. This is a descriptive moment. The Bible is not necessarily
telling us, “God will speak to you exactly like this.” It’s telling us what happened to
John. That matters because people have misused verses like this to justify all sorts of
ideas that the Bible never instructs. But here's the other side of the coin: just because
something is descriptive doesn’t mean it’s not also deeply meaningful.

We need to be careful, but we also need to be open. Because Scripture is not silent
about this. The New Testament doesn't just describe God speaking, it repeatedly
prescribes it.

“My sheep hear My voice.”
John 10:27

“Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.”
Hebrews 3:7

“Let the one who has ears hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
Revelation 2:7
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These are not one-off verses tucked away in footnotes. They are repeated affirmations
that God has not gone silent. He still speaks.

He is not a distant deity sitting silently in heaven. He is relational. Present. Personal.
And if you belong to Him, you can trust that He is not only near, but engaged. You are
not abandoned to figure life out alone. You are not left to guess how He feels about you
or whether He cares. He does. And He is speaking.

Sometimes He speaks with clarity. Other times He speaks quietly, through the slow
shaping of your convictions. Sometimes it’s a word of comfort. Sometimes it’s a call to
repent. But always, His voice is consistent with His character-truthful, gracious, strong,
and full of love.

If you feel like you haven’t heard Him in a while, don’t assume He’s stopped speaking.
He hasn’t. Sometimes our lives are just too noisy. Or our hearts are too guarded. Or our
expectations are too specific. But He is still speaking.

So slow down today. Quiet your heart. Return to His Word. Remember His voice. You
are His sheep, and He is your Shepherd. The kind who walks with you, speaks over
you, and leads you by name.

God still speaks. The question is not if He is speaking. The question is whether we are
still listening.
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God Speaks: Through the Bible
Day 11

“He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see
the Spirit descend and remain, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.””
John 1:33

If you’ve ever found yourself asking God to speak, to give you clarity, to show you what
to do next, you’re not alone. The human heart longs for guidance. It aches for a word
from heaven. And God, in His kindness, has already spoken. In fact, He continues to
speak...every time you open your Bible.

Scripture is not a collection of ancient thoughts or spiritual reflections. It is
God-breathed. The breath of God fills every line. His voice carries through its pages.
When you open the Bible, you are not merely reading history or poetry or commands.
You are encountering the mind and heart of God. It is not just truth, it is living truth.

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work.”

2 Timothy 3:16-17

This is one of the greatest gifts we have as believers. We never need to wonder where
to start or whether we have access to His voice. He has given us His Word, and He has
preserved it for us. Every time we read, we’re stepping into a conversation God began
long before we were born.

Scripture teaches. It corrects. It trains. It strengthens. It encourages. It confronts. It
does not only explain who God is, it explains who we are. And when the Spirit of God
illuminates it, the words on the page come alive. They pierce our hearts, guide our
steps, and reveal what we couldn’t see on our own.

If you feel like God has been silent lately, maybe it's time to go back to where His voice
is loudest. The Bible is not just a place for instruction, it’s a place of encounter. A place
where your soul meets the Living God.
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So pick it up today, not as a task to check off, but as an invitation to listen. He is still
speaking. And He has already said more than enough to sustain you, shape you, and
strengthen you.

He still speaks. And through His Word, His voice is clear.
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God Speaks: Through the Son
Day 12

Continued from John 1:33

“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by
the prophets, but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son...”
Hebrews 1:1-2

You’ve probably heard the phrase, “Actions speak louder than words.” We say it when
someone’s life doesn't match what they claim. But the truth behind that phrase runs
even deeper. Words can inform, but actions reveal the heart.

God knows this too.

All throughout history, God spoke. He spoke through the prophets, laws, symbols,
visions. But then He did something greater. He didn’t just send a message. He sent
Himself.

Hebrews tells us that in these last days, God has spoken to us by His Son. Not just
with a voice, but with a life. The most powerful message God ever spoke came in the
form of action. Jesus didn’t just tell us what God is like, He showed us. He is the action
of the Father’s heart.

If you’ve ever wondered how God feels about you, don’t just listen for a whisper, look
at the cross. That is God speaking. That is God moving. That is God acting on your
behalf. The Cross is the ultimate demonstration of the love of God.

“ God demonstrates His love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.”
Romans 5:8

Jesus healed the sick, embraced the outcast, forgave the sinner, and humbled the
proud. He wept at gravesites, welcomed children, and calmed storms. And in the
greatest act of all, He laid down His life for you. That wasn’t just a demonstration of
compassion. That was a divine declaration of love.
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Jesus is the Word made flesh. He is not just God’s mouthpiece, He is God’s
movement. His life is God’s message. His sacrifice is God’s promise. His resurrection is
God’s exclamation point.

So when you feel like God is silent, come back to this. Jesus is what God has to say.
The cross is what God has to say. The empty tomb is what God has to say. The life of
Jesus is louder than any voice from the sky. And that voice is still speaking.

God has not gone quiet. He has spoken through His Son- and that Word still stands.
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God Speaks: Through the Holy Spirit
Day 13

Continued from John 1:33

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He
will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that | have said to
you.”

John 14:26

There’s a mystery to walking with God. We don’t get a glowing pillar to follow. We don’t
get daily memos from heaven. What we get is something much more personal. We get
the Spirit of God dwelling within us.

And the Spirit still speaks.

Jesus promised that the Spirit would teach, remind, convict, comfort, and lead. He’s
not a distant force. He’s not a vague impression. He is God living in you. And one of
His most consistent roles is to help you hear the voice of the Father.

You may not always realize it’s happening, but if you’ve walked with Jesus for any
amount of time, you’ve already experienced this. That moment when you’re reading
Scripture and something hits deeper than usual. That gentle pull when you’re about to
say something sharp, and you stop. That sense of peace when you finally surrender in
prayer. That quiet, inward witness that you are loved, known, and not alone.

That’s not your own wisdom. That’s not emotion. That’s the Spirit.

“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.”
Romans 8:16

The Spirit speaks with clarity, but rarely with volume. He doesn’t scream to compete
with the chaos around you. He speaks like a steady whisper that cuts through the
noise. He reminds you who you are. He brings to mind what Jesus has said. He shines
light into confusion and helps you discern truth from lies.
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You don’t have to conjure that up. You don’t have to go looking for something mystical.
If you belong to Jesus, the Spirit is already at work in you. He’s not waiting for you to
earn His attention. He’s already present. Already guiding. Already speaking.

The more you yield to Him, the more familiar His voice becomes. And the more you
respond to Him, the more your life begins to echo His leading. Likewise, the more you
ignore Him, the quieter He seems.

So pause today. Breathe. Quiet your heart. The same Spirit that hovered over creation,
that descended like a dove on Jesus, and raised Christ from the dead, now dwells in
you.

God still speaks. And the Spirit of God still leads.
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God Speaks: Through Our Convictions and Conscience
Day 14

Continued from John 1:33

One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems
all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind....I know
and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself, but it is
unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean....blessed is the one who has no
reason to pass judgment on himself for what he approves. But whoever has
doubts is condemned if he eats, because the eating is not from faith. For
whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.
Romans 14:5, 14, 22b-23

Some of the most powerful moments of hearing God happen quietly and internally.
There’s no flash of light. No voice from heaven. Just a check in your spirit... a gentle
nudge... a deep sense that something is either right or not right. And if you’ve ever felt
that tension, chances are you’ve already experienced God speaking through
conviction.

Conviction is one of the ways God guides those He loves. Not with guilt or shame, but
with clarity and grace. It’s the voice that says, “This is not the path for you.” Or, “That
was not in step with who I've made you to be.” Or even, “You need to go make that
right.” It doesn’t scream. It whispers. But when we listen, it leads to peace and growth.

The Bible tells us that our conscience, when shaped by the Spirit, becomes a way God
shepherds our decisions. He uses it to protect us, slow us down, redirect us, or confirm
us. It’s personal and often specific. What might be permissible for someone else may
not be for you. God knows your story, your motives, your weaknesses, and your
assignment. And He leads accordingly.

Sometimes we want God to speak through a miracle, when what He’s doing is already
unfolding in our conscience. That heaviness after speaking harshly to a loved one. That
pause before clicking “send” on a message you know you shouldn’t send. That
uneasiness when stepping into something you justified, but shouldn’t have. Those
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aren’t just feelings to ignore. They are places where God is inviting you to walk in step
with Him.

And when you obey those convictions, even when no one else would understand,
that’s called faith.

You will never regret listening to the Spirit-shaped voice inside that leads you into
righteousness, peace, and love. On the other side of obedience is joy. On the other
side of conviction is freedom.

God still speaks. And sometimes, He speaks in the quietest but clearest of
ways—through a conscience surrendered to Him.
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God Speaks: Through Other Believers
Day 15

Continued from John 1:33

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one
another in all wisdom...”
Colossians 3:16

One of the most humbling truths in the Christian life is this: God chooses to speak
through people. Not perfect people. Not just leaders. Not just those who seem
especially spiritual. People. Broken, flawed, still-in-progress people.

And that means two things. First, it means you need other believers in your life,
because God may want to speak to you through them. Second, it means God may
want to speak through you in the life of someone else.

“Oil and perfume make the heart glad, and the sweetness of a friend comes
from his earnest counsel.”
Proverbs 27:9

This is both comforting and challenging. It’s comforting because it reminds us we are
never alone in trying to hear God’s voice. He can use a friend’s encouragement, a
spouse’s wisdom, a mentor’s guidance, or even a child’s simple words to make His
truth clear to us. And it’s challenging because we realize we are also called to be
available for Him to use in that same way for others.

Sometimes a conversation over coffee is more than just catching up, it’s the way God
wants to bring comfort or clarity to a hurting heart. Sometimes your testimony about a
hard season is exactly what someone else needs to keep trusting Him in theirs.
Sometimes the Scripture you read in the morning is meant to be shared before the day
is done.

If you want to hear God’s voice more clearly, you need to be around His people. He
never designed faith to be lived in isolation. And if you want to be used by God to
encourage others, you have to be close enough to see and speak into their lives.
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It is humbling to think that the God of the universe might use your words, your story,
your presence, to strengthen someone else’s faith. And it is equally humbling to realize
He might use someone else (someone just as imperfect as you) to do the same for you.

God still speaks. And often, His voice sounds a lot like the people He has placed in
your life. So be present. Be available. Be listening. And be ready, not only to hear from
Him, but to be part of the way He speaks.
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God’s People, Bring People
Day 16

“One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his own brother Simon and said to
him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which means Christ). He brought him to
Jesus.

John 1:40-42b

Andrew had only just begun following Jesus when something in him compelled him to
go find his brother. He didn’t have a seminary degree. He didn’t have a list of prepared
arguments. He hadn’t even been a disciple for a full day. But he had encountered the
Messiah, and that was enough to send him running to tell someone else.

This is one of the simplest but most profound truths about discipleship: disciples bring
others to Jesus.

The Christian life is not meant to be hoarded. When you’ve truly seen Him, when
you’ve experienced His grace, when you’ve heard His voice calling your name, it
changes how you see the people around you. You begin to wonder not only about your
own walk with God, but whether your friends, family, and neighbors know Him yet.

Bringing someone to Jesus doesn’t always look like a sermon. Sometimes it’s an
invitation to church. Sometimes it’s sharing a Scripture that encouraged you.
Sometimes it’s simply living in such a way that your joy, peace, and kindness raise
questions in someone else’s heart.

Andrew’s story is a reminder that you don’t need to have it all figured out before you
start. The only qualification you need to invite someone to Jesus is that you have met
Him yourself.

Today, pray for the boldness and love to be an Andrew in someone’s life. You may
never know what God will do with that simple act. After all, Andrew brought Peter...and
Peter went on to help turn the world upside down.
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Changed by Jesus
Day 17

“He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon the
son of John. You shall be called Cephas’ (which means Peter).”
John 1:42

The first time Simon meets Jesus, the very first thing Jesus does is change his name.
He had been Simon his whole life, but Jesus calls him Cephas. Peter. The rock.

That wasn’t just a nickname. It was a declaration. Jesus was speaking into Simon’s
identity, not based on who he was in that moment, but who he would become by the
power of God’s grace.

This is what Jesus does with every disciple. He doesn’t just take us as we are...He
transforms us. He sees past the failures, past the flaws, past the fears, and speaks to
what He will make of us. We come to Him with our history, but He gives us a destiny.

That transformation is not just about our name or our eternal future, it’s about our daily
lives. When Jesus changes you, you are not meant to live, think, or act the same way
anymore. The old ways of selfishness, bitterness, and sin lose their grip as His Spirit
reshapes your mind and your heart. Your priorities shift. Your words change. Your
habits take on a different tone.

But that is not the way you learned Christ!- assuming that you have heard about him
and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put off your old self, which belongs
to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be
renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after the
likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.

Ephesians 4:20-24

For Peter, this change was a process. He had moments of bold faith and moments of
deep failure. He spoke with passion and sometimes acted without thinking. He denied
Jesus when the pressure mounted, yet he was restored and became a pillar in the early
church.
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Jesus is not intimidated by who you are right now. He knows who He’s making you
into. When you follow Him, you step into a lifelong journey of change. It’s sometimes
slow, sometimes sudden, but always certain.

If you have trusted Jesus, your identity is no longer defined by your past, your
mistakes, or even your own self-perception. He has spoken a new name over you:
beloved, forgiven, child of God. And He will finish the work He started.

Today, let His voice be louder than any label the world or your own heart tries to put on
you. Disciples are changed by Jesus, and that change should be evident in every part
of your life.
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Following Jesus
Day 18

“The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to
him, ‘Follow me.””
John 1:43

It’'s one of the simplest calls in Scripture, yet one of the hardest to live out: “Follow me.”

In our culture, it’s easy to treat faith like a part-time pursuit, a set of beliefs we add into
our lives while keeping control of the steering wheel. But the call of Jesus is not an
invitation to walk beside Him as equals. It is a summons to follow Him as Lord.

This is a crucial bit of theology that Christians can forget. If Jesus is Lord, then He gets
to tell us what to do, when to do it, and why. We surrender control of our lives, our
plans, our ambitions and our comfort, to Him and His will. Following Him is not about
adding His opinion to ours; it’s about letting His Word and His ways set the direction
entirely.

When Jesus called Philip, He didn’t hand him a map or explain every detail. He simply
said, “Follow me.” And that’s still how He calls us today. We may not always
understand the route. We may not get every answer to our “why” questions. But we
trust the One we’re following.

And following Him is more than just agreeing with His teachings. It means doing what
He does, saying what He says, and living the way He lived. It’'s watching how He
treated people, how He prayed, how He forgave, how He obeyed the Father, and letting
that shape our own actions and words.

This kind of discipleship costs us something. It costs us our independence, our right to
self-rule, our insistence on being in charge. But what we gain is far greater: the peace
of walking in His will, the joy of His presence, and the assurance that we are right
where we’re supposed to be.

Today, remember who is leading. Jesus is not just the Savior. He is the Lord. And the
only right response to His voice is to follow.
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Wine, Wisdom, and Walking with Jesus
Day 19

“When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did
not know where it came from... the master of the feast called the
bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first... But you
have kept the good wine until now.’ This, the first of His signs, Jesus did at
Cana in Galilee, and manifested His glory. And His disciples believed in
Him.”

John 2:9-11

The first miracle Jesus chose to perform wasn’t raising the dead, calming a storm, or
healing the sick. It was quietly turning water into wine at a wedding. This was no small
thing for those in attendance...running out of wine would have been a deep
embarrassment to the family hosting the feast. But in His kindness, Jesus stepped in to
provide.

This moment, however, also forces us to face a tension. Jesus made wine, served
wine, and approved the drinking of wine. For some of us, that’s hard to process. Maybe
we have painful memories tied to alcohol...addiction, abuse, broken relationships, or
tragedy. For others, it’s just a topic that’s been clouded by personal preference, church
culture, or family history.

The challenge is this: Will we let Scripture shape our beliefs, or will we shape our
beliefs and then try to fit Scripture into them?

The Bible is honest about alcohol. It calls wine a gift from God that can bring gladness
to the heart (Psalm 104:14-15), yet it also warns of its dangers (Proverbs 20:1) and
firmly prohibits drunkenness (Ephesians 5:18). Like many of God’s good gifts, it can be
used in ways that honor Him or in ways that harm ourselves and others.

The real issue isn’t simply whether we drink or not, it’s whether we approach this area
of life with the same posture Jesus calls us to in all areas: humility, self-control, love for
others, and submission to His Lordship.
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For some, that will mean abstaining completely, out of wisdom or love for someone
else. For others, it will mean enjoying with moderation, gratitude, and a clear
conscience before God. In both cases, the decision is made in faith, not fear, and
without judgment toward those who choose differently.

At Cana, Jesus didn’t just make wine, He revealed His glory. The miracle wasn’t about
alcohol as much as it was about the One who can take what is ordinary and transform
it into something extraordinary. That’s what He’s still doing in our lives.

Today, whether it’s your convictions about wine or any other gray area in the Christian
life, let Jesus lead. Let His Word shape you. Let His Spirit guide you. And whatever you
do, do it in a way that makes much of Him.
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Mercy is the First Miracle
Day 20

On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there. Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. When the wine ran out,
the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman,
what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the
servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”Now there were six stone water jars there for the
Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to the
servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. And he said to
them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it.
When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of
the feast called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first,
and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good
wine until now.” This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested
his glory. And his disciples believed in him.
John 2:1-11

When we think of a “first miracle,” we might imagine something dramatic, perhaps
thunder from the sky, a blind man healed in front of thousands, or fire falling from
heaven to silence the critics. That is what Moses did in Egypt. Standing before
Pharaoh, he turned the Nile into blood, a public sign of God’s authority and judgment.

But Jesus’ first miracle was different. He did not perform it in Jerusalem before the
religious leaders. He did not call down power in the Temple to announce His arrival.
Instead, He went to a wedding in a small, out-of-the-way village and helped a poor
couple avoid humiliation. There was no fanfare and no spotlight, only a quiet act of
compassion to meet a very real need.

Running out of wine at a wedding in that culture was more than a party inconvenience.
It was a public disgrace. In a tight-knit town, it could mark you and your family for life.
The couple at Cana did not have the resources to fix the problem, but Mary knew
someone who could. She asked Jesus for help, not to make a point, but to save a
family from shame.
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And He did. He turned water into wine, the best wine, without demanding thanks or
recognition. Charles Spurgeon once noted how striking it is that Jesus chose this
moment to reveal His glory. Moses turned water into blood before the most powerful
man in the land, but Jesus turned water into wine before the most powerless people in
the room. Moses’ sign brought judgment, but Jesus’ sign brought joy.

This is the heart of the gospel. Jesus is not looking for opportunities to display His
power for applause. He is looking for people in need, people on the verge of running
out, people who cannot fix their situation. And when He moves, it is not to boost His
image, it is to lift our heads.
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The Ultimate Wedding
Day 21

Continued from John 2:1-12

It is no accident that Jesus’ first miracle happened at a wedding. God does not do
things randomly. His earthly ministry began with a wedding because His eternal reign
will begin with a wedding too. This is not just a detail in the storyline of John’s Gospel.
It is a preview of what is coming.

From Genesis to Revelation, marriage is one of God’s favorite illustrations to explain
His covenant love for His people. In the Old Testament, the prophets often spoke of
Israel as God’s bride. Sometimes they warned of unfaithfulness, describing idolatry as
spiritual adultery. Other times they described the joy and intimacy of God dwelling with
His people as a husband delights in his wife. In the New Testament, Paul says that
human marriage is a mystery pointing to the love of Christ for His Church

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that
he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so
that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any

such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.
Ephesians 5:25-27

The love God has for His people is sacrificial, exclusive, intimate, and overflowing with
joy. It is not the fragile love we see so often in the world. It is not dependent on our
performance or perfection. It is the kind of love that makes promises and keeps them,
that lays down its life for the beloved, that endures through every trial.

The Bible says that when Jesus returns, after every soul that can be saved has been
saved, there will be a separation. Those who have been unfaithful, giving their hearts to
other gods or to themselves, will be apart from Him forever. But those who have
remained His will be gathered to Him as His pure and faithful bride.

And then comes the celebration. The marriage supper of the Lamb will be a global
wedding feast. This will not be a symbolic dinner but the real inauguration of the
Kingdom on earth. It will be joy and intimacy beyond anything we have ever known.
The tables will be filled. The music will be loud. The laughter will be unending.
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Every wedding you have ever attended has been a small picture of that greater day.
The vows, the feasting, the music, the flowers, the smiles, the tears of joy...they are all
shadows of what will happen when the Church meets her Lord face to face.

When Jesus turned water into wine, He gave the guests a small taste of the joy to
come. One day, He will do the same on a cosmic scale. Live today in light of that day.
Keep your heart faithful to your Bridegroom. The invitations have been sent. The feast
is coming!
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Prayer and the Church
Day 22

Continued from John 2:1-12

Mary noticed something before anyone else. The wine had run out. It was a problem
that would cause deep embarrassment for the family. She felt compassion and decided
to do something about it. But what makes this moment so powerful is that the problem
was not her own.

She brought the need to Jesus. There was no speech, no argument, no pressure. She
simply told Him the situation and then trusted Him to act.

This is what the Bible calls intercession. It is when you bring someone else’s need
before the Lord and ask Him to move on their behalf. It is a gift God has given to His
people and a responsibility we are called to embrace.

James 1:5-8 warns us not to pray with doubt in our hearts, but to ask in faith. Mark
11:22-24 promises that when we believe God hears and answers, our prayers will bear
fruit. Jesus Himself said in Matthew 21:21-22 that if we pray in faith, we will see God
move in ways we could never imagine.

If we believed those promises, how much more would we pray for others? How much
more would our prayer lists be filled with names other than our own? What would
happen in our churches, our communities, our nation, if believers everywhere prayed
for others with the faith and simplicity of Mary?

The church is called to stand in the gap. This means praying for friends who are
hurting, for enemies who seem beyond reach, for leaders who need wisdom, for the
lost who need salvation, for the weary who need strength.

Mary’s faith did not require knowing what Jesus would do. She simply trusted that He
would do something. And He did. If we could take that posture...asking with
compassion, trusting without demanding, we would see God’s hand at work in ways
that surprise us.
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Today, take a moment to pray for someone else’s need as if it were your own. Stand in
the gap for them. Bring their name before the Lord and then rest, knowing that He
hears and that He is able.
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Ritual Purification
Day 23

Continued from John 2:1-12

At the wedding in Cana, the water jars Jesus used for His miracle were not ordinary
vessels. They were stone jars set aside for the Jewish rites of purification. This means
they were part of the Old Testament system of ceremonial washing, a system that
pointed to the need for cleansing but could never truly make someone clean on the
inside.

The Law made a way for people to be considered clean before others, but not
righteous before God. Rituals could wash the skin but could not remove sin from the
heart.

When Jesus told the servants to fill those jars with water, He was making a statement.
He was about to take the symbol of the old covenant and fill it with something new. By
turning the water into wine, He was showing that the old way was giving way to the
new covenant in His blood.

“The blood of goats and bulls...sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean
sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. How much more, then, will the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our

consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!”

Hebrews 9:13-14

The Bible is clear that the blood of Christ cleanses our conscience from dead works so
that we can serve the living God. On the cross, Jesus took the punishment we
deserved and gave us the righteousness He earned. In Him, we are made clean
completely. Not just for a moment, but forever.

This is the gospel. You do not need to clean yourself up before coming to Him. You do
not need to follow a list of rituals to earn His love. You come to Him as you are, and He
does the cleansing.
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The jars at Cana stood full of water until Jesus spoke. The law could not change them,
but His word and His power could. The same is true for us. His voice changes what is
empty and ordinary into something overflowing and extraordinary.
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Saves the Best for Last
Day 24

Continued from John 2:1-12

The master of the feast was confused. Everyone knew you served the best wine first,
when the guests could appreciate it most. But here, the best wine came last.

Jesus was making a statement. In the life of a believer, the best is always yet to come.

This world offers many pleasures, but they fade. Even the sweetest moments in this life
are tinged with pain, disappointment, or loss. But what God has for His people will not

fade, spoil, or disappoint.

This is why Paul could say in Romans 8 that the sufferings of this present time are not
worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. For the Christian, the end of
the story is better than the beginning.

The problem is, many of us live as if the goal is to get our “best” now. We pour our
energy into comfort, status, and experiences in this life as if they are the final reward.
But Jesus said in Matthew 6 not to store up treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and thieves break in and steal, but to store up treasures in heaven. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. If the best is coming later, then now is the
time to invest in what lasts forever, not to try to drink it all in before it’s gone.

Some of you may feel like the best days are behind you. Age, sickness, or loss may
tempt you to believe there is nothing more to look forward to. But Jesus says
otherwise. In His kingdom, the celebration is still ahead. The table is still being set. The
wine is still being poured.

Every good thing in this life is just a foretaste of the feast to come. The joy you have
known so far is only a sample. When the final chapter comes, it will not be the end of
your joy...it will be the beginning of endless joy.

Keep your eyes on the One who saves the best for last. Let that hope strengthen you,
comfort you, and help you endure with faith.
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Judgment and Mercy
Day 25

Continued from John 2:1-12

The first miracle Moses performed in Egypt was turning water into blood. It was a sign
of judgment against Pharaoh and the gods of Egypt. That water, once a source of life,
became a symbol of death. It was an unmistakable declaration that God’s justice had

come and that no one could resist His power.

Centuries later, the first miracle of Jesus was turning water into wine. Instead of
judgment, it was a sign of mercy and joy. Instead of bringing death, it brought
celebration. Instead of fear, it inspired faith.

The contrast could not be sharper. Moses’ sign came through a staff raised in
authority, declaring God’s wrath on a rebellious nation. Jesus’ sign came through quiet
instruction to servants, declaring God’s grace to a poor couple at their wedding. Both
miracles showed divine power, but one revealed it through judgment, the other through
mercy.

“Mercy triumphs over judgment.”
James 2:13

This is the heart of the gospel. God’s justice is real, and His holiness demands that sin
be punished. But in Christ, judgment has been satisfied at the cross. The wrath we
deserved was poured out on Him so that mercy could be poured out on us.

What does this mean for us today? It means we do not live in fear of God’s judgment if
we are in Christ. It means that when we fail, we can come to Him knowing that His
mercy is greater than our sin. It means we can extend mercy to others because we
have been shown mercy ourselves.

The miracle at Cana was more than a kindness at a wedding. It was a declaration of the
kind of kingdom Jesus came to bring. One that replaces fear with joy. One that trades
condemnation for forgiveness. One where life flows freely, not because we earned it,
but because mercy has triumphed.
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The same Lord who turned water into wine is still in the business of transformation. He
takes lives headed toward judgment and turns them into testimonies of grace. And if
He has done that for us, we should be the first to let mercy, not judgment, define how
we treat the people around us.

Legacy
Church

51



Z.eal for His House
Day 26

John 2:13-17

The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple
he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the
money-changers sitting there. And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the
temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers
and overturned their tables. And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things
away; do not make my Father's house a house of trade.” His disciples remembered that
it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”

The scene is intense. Jesus walks into the temple during Passover, the holiest time of
year for the Jewish people. The temple courts, meant for prayer and worship, are
instead filled with merchants selling animals for sacrifice and money changers
exchanging currency for a fee. What was meant to be a sacred space had become a
noisy marketplace.

It is important to understand the context. Passover brought thousands of pilgrims from
all over the ancient world to Jerusalem. For many, it was not practical to bring
sacrificial animals from home, so vendors set up in the temple to provide them. In
theory, this was a convenience. In reality, it had turned into a system of exploitation,
corruption, and greed.

The temple was not just any building. It was the dwelling place of God’s presence on
earth. It was where people came to meet with Him, to offer sacrifices, to worship. Yet
here was a scene that looked more like a bazaar than a house of worship.

When Jesus saw this, He acted. Making a whip out of cords, He drove out the animals,
scattered the coins, and overturned the tables. He declared, “Do not make my Father’s
house a house of trade.” His disciples remembered the Scripture that says, “Zeal for
your house will consume me.”

This was not Jesus losing His temper. It was holy passion for the honor of His Father
and love for the people who had come to worship. It was the heart of God defending
His house from corruption.
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“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you
have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God
in your body.”

1 Corinthians 6:19-20

For us today, the application is clear. We are now the temple of the Holy Spirit. Our
lives are where God dwells. Just as Jesus purified the temple courts, we are called to
keep our hearts free from whatever would distract or corrupt our worship. When we
tolerate sin, selfishness, bitterness or greed in our hearts, we let the noise of the
marketplace crowd out the voice of God.

Ask the Lord to search your heart today. If there is anything in your “temple” that does
not belong, let Him drive it out. His zeal for you is not to shame you, but to make room
for deeper fellowship with Him.
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Taking Advantage of People
Day 27

Continued from John 2:13-17

One of the great sins Jesus confronted in the temple was the exploitation of people’s
devotion and desperation. Pilgrims had traveled for days or even weeks, bringing
sacrifices to honor God. Instead of being met with joy and welcome, many were met
with greed. The merchants and money changers charged unfair prices and fees, taking
advantage of those who simply wanted to worship.

God never takes advantage of His people. Everything He does toward us is rooted in
love, compassion, and truth. He calls us to reflect that same heart toward others. Yet
the temptation to use people for our own gain is as real today as it was then. It may not
take the form of temple merchants, but it can happen in subtle ways...in relationships,
business, ministry, or even within the church.

When we prioritize what we can get from someone over how we can serve them, we
are walking in the opposite spirit of Jesus. He came not to be served, but to serve and
to give His life as a ransom for many.

Today, ask yourself: Do my words, actions, and attitudes serve people or use them?
Look for ways to be generous with your time, resources, and encouragement without
expecting anything in return. When we give freely, we reflect the character of the God
who gave us everything in Christ.
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Denying the Sacrifice
Day 28

Continued from John 2:13-17

Imagine traveling for days or even weeks to Jerusalem for Passover. You have raised a
spotless lamb from birth, cared for it, and brought it to offer as an act of worship to
God. It represents obedience, love, and devotion. But upon arriving at the temple, the
priest looks at your lamb, shakes his head, and tells you it is not acceptable. You must
purchase one of the “approved” animals from the vendors inside the temple, and at a
much higher cost.

That is what many faithful worshipers experienced in Jesus’ day. Their sincere sacrifice
was rejected, not because it fell short of God’s requirements, but because of corrupt
leaders who wanted to control the process and profit from it. This not only robbed
people financially, it wounded their hearts. Something given to God in love had been
treated as inadequate.

“Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, and he saw a
poor widow put in two small copper coins. And he said, “Truly, | tell you, this poor
widow has put in more than all of them. For they all contributed out of their abundance,
but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”

Luke 21:1-2

God never despises a sacrifice offered in sincerity. Whether it is large or small, public
or hidden, costly or humble, when it is given from the heart, it is precious to Him. We
see this when Jesus honored the widow who gave two small coins. In man’s eyes it
was insignificant, but in God’s economy it was worth more than all the large gifts given
that day because it was everything she had.

For us today, denying someone’s sacrifice can happen in many ways. We may belittle
someone’s service because it looks different than ours. We may discourage their
offering by setting up unnecessary rules or by judging the “quality” of what they bring.
We may even dismiss our own offering to God because we think it is too small to
matter.
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The truth is, God delights in the willing heart. He sees every act of love, every moment
of service, every sacrifice made in faith. This week, choose to encourage the sacrifices
of others. Celebrate their gifts, no matter the size. And remember that your offering to

God matters, not because it impresses others, but because it pleases the One who
sees it all.
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Nullifying the Sacrifice
Day 29

Continued from John 2:13-17

Sacrifice in the Old Testament was never meant to be a mechanical ritual. It was
designed to be personal, meaningful, and costly. When a family brought a lamb for
sacrifice, it was often one they had raised and cared for. Offering it meant feeling the
weight of what it cost. That cost was part of the worship, a reminder that our
relationship with God is worth giving our best.

In Jesus’ day, selling animals inside the temple courts removed that cost. Instead of
preparing and bringing an offering from home, worshipers could simply buy one on the
spot. The whole process became quick, convenient, and detached from the heart. In
making sacrifice easier, the leaders had emptied it of its depth.

God still values offerings that cost us something. Not because He needs what we give,
but because costly offerings reveal the place He holds in our hearts. David understood
this. Paul understood this. Peter understood this.

“I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God that cost me nothing.”
2 Samuel 24:24

Today, convenience often wins in our culture. We are tempted to give God what is left
after everything else has been done...spare time, leftover energy, or resources that
require no real sacrifice. But love is not shown in leftovers. True devotion means giving
our first and best, even when it costs us comfort or convenience.

Take some time today to consider what your offering to God looks like. Are you giving
Him what is easy, or what is best? Ask Him to help you joyfully give in ways that
stretch you, not to earn His favor, but to express your love.
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Shutting Off the Kingdom of Heaven
Day 30

Continued from John 2:13-17

The temple courts were meant to be a place where all nations could come and pray to
the God of Israel. But in Jesus’ day, the noise of bargaining, the bleating of animals,
and the crush of merchants had crowded out worship. Worse still, the corruption of the
system made it harder for people, especially the poor, to draw near to God.

In Matthew 23, Jesus accused the religious leaders of shutting the kingdom of heaven
in people’s faces. They were supposed to be spiritual guides, helping people find God,
but instead they had created barriers that kept people away.

God never closes the door to the sincere seeker. His arms are always open to those
who will come in faith. Yet as His people, we must be careful not to misrepresent Him
by our words, actions, or attitudes. When we make others feel unwelcome, when we
add unnecessary rules that God has not given, or when we present a version of Him
that is harsh and uninviting, we are acting in the spirit of those leaders Jesus rebuked.

For us today, the challenge is to open doors for people, not close them. Does my life
make it easier or harder for others to see Jesus? Does my tone draw people closer to
Him or push them away?

Pray that God will help you reflect His heart this week in such a way that people around
you sense the invitation of Christ. Let your words, your kindness, and your patience be
a signpost pointing them to the One who is calling their name.

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.”
Matthew 11:28
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