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FHC HOSTS RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY FOR 
THE NEW FAMILY HEALTH CENTER AT DENMARK  

On December 15, the Family Health Centers, Inc. held the

ribbon cutting and drop-in for the brand new Family Health

Center at Denmark. The new site, located at 5616 Carolina

Highway, Denmark, South Carolina is now accepting new

patients. The Health Center at Denmark also has a

Pharmacy a t this site, so patients can obtain their

medications right away. The center will be open Monday

through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.   The services

offered at the new center include Adult Medicine, OB/GYN,

Podiatry, Care Coordination, Optometry, Dental, Medication

Therapy, Behavioral Health, Nutrition, Telemedicine,

Pharmacy, Laboratory, X-ray, and Family Medicine.

“We are thrilled about this amazing new addition to

the community and all the support that has been

given to the project.”

Leon A. Brunson, Sr.

Chief Executive Officer, Family Health Centers, Inc.

The Family Health Centers, Inc. is now offering a Hypertension

Coaching Program serviced by our pharmacists which includes FREE

Hypertension Coaching, FREE Blood Pressure Monitor, and FREE

Blood Pressure Medications with participation in the program. 

The Family Health Centers, Inc. Hypertension Coaching Program can

help you manage, treat and reduce your high blood pressure. The

specially trained pharmacists empower you to manage your blood

pressure through a nationally recognized self-management and

lifestyle coaching programmatic paradigm.

Adult patients (18 years of age and older) who have a diagnosis of

hypertension are eligible for the program. New patients are welcome.

What does the program entail?

Once enrolled, the patient will meet with their pharmacist-coach at the

FHC site during a scheduled time.  There will be 5 meetings

throughout the year.  These meetings include:

     1.    Initial Session: The pharmacist coach conducts a baseline

adherence and knowledge assessment.

     2.    Follow-up Sessions: Adherence and lifestyle management

counseling is performed which is tailored to the patient’s

individual needs and based upon a thorough evaluation of the

baseline assessments.  Each patient can have up to 4

additional sessions with their pharmacist-coach.

     3.    Medication Reviews: At each session, the pharmacist-coach

will review the patient’s medications for potential medication

related problems and will provide recommendations to the

patient and updates to their primary care provider if needed.

The ribbon cutting ceremony featured Family Health Centers, Inc.

Board of Directors, Dr. Gerald E. Wright, Mayor of Denmark, and

Rev. Evert Comer, County Council Chairman, and Ms. Lathran

Woodard, Chief Executive Officer for the SC Primary Health Care

Association. Following the ribbon cutting ceremony, tours were

given of the new site and pharmacy.

FHC Establishes Hypertension Coaching Program

“We’re trying to empower hypertensive patients

to better self-manage their hypertension by

basically teaching them about the disease itself,

as well as medication adherence and lifestyle

modifications. Patients will benefit by getting

hopefully better blood pressure control. The

goal of the hypertension coaching program is

to provide patients with a better quality of life.” 

Dr. Natalie Nelson

Pharmacist

Clinical Coordinator, Hypertension Coaching Program



Family Health Centers Has New On-Site Interpreting Technology 

Family Health Centers, Inc. has purchased

In-Demand Interpreting which makes

sure that every patient receives the highest

quality healthcare, regardless of language,

cultural background or disability.  By

delivering the most experienced medical

interpreters and highest quality video

technology, In-Demand Interpreting gives

doctors, nurses and clinicians the language

access they need to provide the best

possible care. 

In-Demand Interpreting provides expert

on-site and video remote interpreting as

well as documents translation services to

hospitals and healthcare facilities. They

guarantee well qualified, medically

proficient interpreters, and are proud to

offer our clients comprehensive translation

and interpretation services in the following

languages: 
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• American Sign Language

• Arabic

• Assyrian

• Bosnian

• Burmese

• Cambodian

• Cantonese 

• Croatian

• Farsi

• French

• Gujarati

• Hindi

• Italian

• Japanese

• Korean

• Kyrgyz

• Laotian

• Lithuanian

• Macedonian

• Mandarin

• Marathi

• Nepali

• Persian

• Polish

• Punjab

• Romanian

• Russian

• Serbian

• Somali

• Spanish

• Taiwanese

• Telugu

• Toisanese

• Turkish

• Ukrainian

• Ukrainian

• Urdu

• Uzbek

• Vietnamese

Family Health Centers, Inc. Receives $250,000 Grant 
from U.S. Department of Agriculture 

The Family Health Centers, Inc. recently received a

$250,000 grant from the U.S. Department of

Agriculture (USDA) to establish a new Farmer’s

Market in Denmark, South Carolina. 

“The Family Health Centers, Inc. (FHC) is very

honored to have received this important grant,"

said Leon A. Brunson, Sr., FHC Chief Executive

Officer. "We are working to improve the health of the

families in Bamberg County by providing greater access to fresh, healthy,

locally produced fruits and vegetables. With this grant, we can not only sustain

and promote the market, we will also be able to do our part to help improve

the local food system, provide better access to healthy, local food choices and

bring new services to the community. Specifically, the grant funds will be used

to heavily promote the market to the surrounding community and to new

farmers.”

In addition, the funds will be used to hire and train a market manager and

coordinator; host workshops and mentoring opportunities for farmers and local

food entrepreneurs. Also, FHC will provide activities that educate the

community about the  seasonality of produce, nutrition, cooking, food storage

and opportunities to learn more about the farmers that grow the food.

The Farmer’s Market Coordinator will also be responsible for organizing the

expansion of the FHC Orangeburg Farmer’s Market from one to two days per

week, as well as  implementing the new farmer’s market in Denmark in

Bamberg County. This coordinator will also be responsible for the recruitment

and orientation of new vendors; increasing the range of agricultural products

offered at the markets; and promotion of the markets to increase sales.

“The Family Health Centers, Inc. (FHC) is

very honored to have received this

important grant. We are working to improve

the health of the families in Bamberg

County by providing greater access to

fresh, healthy, locally produced fruits and

vegetables. With this grant, we can not only

sustain and promote the market, we will

also be able to do our part to help improve

the local food system, provide better access

to healthy, local food choices and bring new

services to the community. Specifically, the

grant funds will be used to heavily promote

the market to the surrounding community

and to new farmers.”

Leon A. Brunson, Sr.

FHC Chief Executive Officer



FHC Honors Activist, Grassroots Group, 
Dedicates Historical Marker

One of the state’s largest community health centers honored a community

activist and members of a grassroots group dedicated to providing rural health

care to underserved communities during a recent program.

Family Health Centers, Inc. began as the Orangeburg County Consumer Health

Council, which was founded in September 1969 and was chartered in January

1970.

The center is now part of the National Association of Community Health Centers

Inc. The association represents the nation’s network of more than 1,000

federally qualified health centers serving more than 20 million people

throughout its sites.

The FHC held an awards program and historical marker dedication honoring

the founders of the Orangeburg County Consumer Health Council. The program

was held at the Roquemore Auditorium on the campus of Orangeburg-Calhoun

Technical College.

Following a reception, a massive granite historical marker honoring the founding

members of the Orangeburg County Consumer Health Council was dedicated

in front of the FHC at 3310 Magnolia Street.

Members of the Orangeburg County Consumer Health Council included:

Georgia S. Good, Silas Seabrooks Jr., Betty W. Henderson, Cecil Knotts, Orbia

I. Gilmore, Aaron Floyd (deceased), Lillie B. Wright (deceased), Vertel Corbett

(deceased) and Susie Wilson (deceased).

The late Dr. Thomas Moss, a community activist and former senior aide to the

late Sen. Strom Thurmond, was also honored at the program for helping to

secure a $300,000 federal grant to keep the organization afloat in 1972, when

it was renamed Family Health Center.

Senator John W. Matthews served as the program’s keynote speaker, thanking

the founders for their vision and persistence and touting the power and

importance of community activism.

"What makes the difference in life is what you act upon and what you produce.

Let their work be an example for the rest of us that are here. We now see the

benefit of all that hard work," Matthews said.

He said the struggle for access to quality health care, however, is not over.

"There are those in Washington trying to take it down. The first to be hurt are

the people that you now serve. Our work is not over," Matthews said, noting

that ensuring quality health care for all will take a "multigenerational" approach.

"The reward is the service we give to those we intend to serve," he said.

Henderson, a Branchville resident, said, “I’m just elated that the opportunity

has arrived that we will be recognized for being the founders. Every journey

begins with one step, and we were the beginning steps for Family Health

Center. I’m grateful to the board of directors and to the CEO that they found in

their heart to do the right thing and look back and discover their history and

make us part of it.”

By DIONNE GLEATON T&D Staf f  Wri ter
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Government and health leaders were among

those who gathered at the Family Health

Centers Inc.  for the unveiling of a massive

granite historical marker honoring the

founding members of the Orangeburg

County Consumer Health Council. Family

Health Centers Inc. began as the Orangeburg

County Consumer Health Council, which

was founded in September 1969 and was

chartered in January 1970.

“I’m just elated that the opportunity has

arrived that we will be recognized for

being the founders. Every journey

begins with one step, and we were the

beginning steps for Family Health

Center. I’m grateful to the board of

directors and to the CEO that they

found in their heart to do the right thing

and look back and discover their history

and make us part of it.” 

Betty W. Henderson

Branchville Resident

"What makes the difference in life is

what you act upon and what you

produce. Let their work be an example

for the rest of us that are here. We now

see the benefit of all that hard work” 

John W. Matthews

State Senator

Recognizing the Founders



Family Health Centers, Inc. Provides School Supplies, 
Medicaid Info in Denmark
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Whitney Johnson, Medicaid eligibility specialist with

Family Health Centers, Inc., presents a book bag

packed with school supplies to a student at Denmark-

Olar Elementary. Looking on is kindergarten teacher

Kayla Carter. FHC distributed 65 book bags during

the event.

Burks and Nelson Gets Pharmacy Certification

Dr. Teresa Burks, pharmacist at Family Health Center at St. George and Dr. Natalie Nelson, assistant

director of pharmacy at the Family Health Centers, Inc. and pharmacist-in-charge for the Norfield satellite

office in Neeses, SC, has passed the Ambulatory Care Specialty Certification exam and is now a board-

certified ambulatory care pharmacist through the Board of Pharmacy Specialties.

Board of Pharmacy Specialties is the premier post-licensure certification agency worldwide that operates

across the pharmacy profession to provide specialty certification of pharmacists. More than 20,000

pharmacists worldwide are certified. Ambulatory care is a pharmacy specialty that focuses on addressing

the medication needs of patients in an outpatient setting.

“I am honored to obtain this recognition and I am optimistic that this credential will allow me to further expand

advanced clinical practice within the Dorchester County community,” Burks said.

Dr. Burks is a native of Darlington and has been residing in North Charleston for 22 years. She earned a

bachelor of science in professional biology with a minor in chemistry from South Carolina State University

in 1995. While working as a chemical lab technician at Bayer Corp. in Bushy Park, she earned a master’s

degree in business administration from Charleston Southern University.

“I am honored to have attained the ambulatory care board certification which recognizes one’s training and

competence while strengthening the trust of patients and peers as a practicing ambulatory care pharmacist.”

says Dr. Natalie Nelson.

Dr. Nelson is a native of Greeleyville, SC and currently resides in Columbia, SC.  She completed her

undergraduate studies at the University of South Carolina in Columbia, SC where she obtained her bachelor

of science degree in biology.  Dr. Nelson received her doctor of pharmacy degree from Presbyterian College

School of Pharmacy where she graduated as part of their inaugural class.  She then spent a year in Orlando,

FL where she completed a post-graduate year one (PGY1) pharmacy residency program at the Orlando VA

Medical Center.  

She has been employed with the Family Health Center at the Norfield Pharmacy for over two years and

hopes to use her clinical experience and recent board certification to further implement and perform clinical

pharmacy services to aid in chronic disease management. In addition, Dr. Nelson also serves as clinical

coordinator for the newly implemented pharmacist-driven Hypertension Coaching Program at the Family

Health Centers, Inc. 

Sixty-five book bags filled with school supplies, along with information
about how to apply for Medicaid, were recently distributed to students
of Denmark-Olar Elementary School and their parents by Family Health
Centers, Inc.

FHC Inc. is distributing the school supplies and information to hundreds
of students in its four-county service area prior to the opening of the
2017-2018 school year. To date, the agency has given away 650 book
bags to students in Bamberg, Orangeburg, Calhoun and Dorchester
counties.

In addition, FHC gave 400 water park passes to Pre-K students. The
passes can be used at the Orangeburg County YMCA or the Santee
YMCA.

Kayla Carter, a kindergarten teacher at Denmark-Olar Elementary, said,
“We are very appreciative of Family Health Centers making a donation
to the kindergarten classes.”

“It was a blessing. I hope the kids enjoy the school year," said Tamara
Faust, one of the parents attending the event.

Londyn James, who recently turned 5, said he was really going to enjoy
his book bag and school supplies.

“I love them, and hope the children enjoy their school year with them,”
parent Soavia Stroman said of the book bags and supplies.

“The Family Health Centers Inc. was awarded funding by the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid to assist eligible families with applying for
Medicaid in our service area," said Carolyn Wigfall, FHC director of
Community Relations. "The book bags are being given to the schools
that have partnered with FHC to ensure that every child has access to
health coverage if eligible for Medicaid.”

Wigfall added, “Like Family Health Centers, these schools believe that
having coverage improves children’s health, their ability to succeed in
school, and results in other positive outcomes."

"A healthier child leads to a happier child that will be ready and eager to
learn each day."

By RON BAXLEY JR. T&D Correspondent

Dr. Teresa Burks

Dr. Natalie Nelson
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Dr. Amy Pham will serve as a Family Practice Medicine Physician at Family

Health Centers at Holly Hill. She will also be

working for our Adult Medicine Department. Dr.

Pham started in medicine twelve years ago and

has worked in many different settings of the

health care field including previous Community

Health Center experience. She received her

Bachelor's Degree in Biology from University of

Texas at Dallas, and her Medical Degree from

University of Texas -  Southwestern Medical

Center. Dr. Pham has recently relocated to the

area from Anderson, South Carolina, but is

originally from Texas. She has a ten-year-old

son and three dogs. Dr. Pham loves to hike,

bike, do yoga, and attend community events.

The Family Health Centers, Inc. recently welcomed fourteen new providers to
our team including family practice medicine and OB/GYN physicians, pharmacists, dentists, a
family nurse practitioner, care coordinators, health educator, and substance abuse counselor. 

FHC WELCOMES NEW PROVIDERS 

Dr. Gaurav Desai, DDS, joined FHC as a Dentist in our Dental Department.

He obtained his Bachelor’s Degree in Dental

Surgery in India at Maharashtra University of

Health Sciences, Master’s Degree in Public

Administration with a major in Health Care

Administration from Fairleigh Dickinson

University in Teaneck, New Jersey, and his

Doctorate of Dental Surgery from Indiana

University School of Dentistry in

Indianapolis, Indiana. Dr. Desai's hobbies

include reading, biking and hiking,

photography, and traveling. He is married to

Dr. Apurwa Shukla, and has recently

relocated to Orangeburg from Port Orange,

Florida where he was most recently

practicing Dentistry. Dr. Desai's affiliations include American Dental

Association, Indian Dental Association, Academy of General Dentistry,

Florida Dental Association, and Pi Alpha Honor Society.

Dr.  Apurwa Shukla, DDS, joined FHC as a Dentist in our Dental Department. She

obtained her Bachelor’s Degree in Dental Surgery

from Manipal College of Dental Sciences,

Mangalore, Manipal University, Karnataka, India

and her Doctorate of Dental Surgery from Indiana

University School of Dentistry in Indianapolis,

Indiana where she was on the Dean's List. She

enjoys traveling, cooking, reading, biking, public

health, and community service. Dr. Shukla is

married to Dr. Gaurav Desai, and she has recently

relocated to Orangeburg from Port Orange,

Florida with her husband. Dr. Shukla was most

recently practicing Dentistry in Daytona Beach,

Florida. Her professional affiliations include

Academy of General Dentistry, American Student

Dental Association, American Dental Association, Volusia-Flagler County Dental

Association, and Indian Dental Association.

Dr. Jennifer Forsythe, DMD (Doctor of Dental Medicine), has joined our

Dental Department as Lead Dentist. She is

originally from Mount Pleasant, South

Carolina and is a graduate of Medical

University of South Carolina (MUSC) College

of Dental Medicine. She completed her

Bachelor of Science degree at Howard

University majoring in biology with a minor in

chemistry.  Since completing her general

practice residency at Harlem Hospital Center

in New York City in 2012, she has worked in

various public health settings and has

provided quality care to under-served

populations. Her professional affiliations

include American and National Dental Associations and American Association

of Women Dentists. Outside of Dentistry, Dr. Forsythe enjoys spending time

with family and friends and watching sports.

Dr. Sabrina Hanna, MD, will be working at our OB-GYN department and

has the position of Lead OB-GYN provider.

She has recently relocated from Texas to

Summerville, South Carolina. She loves

supporting young girls and women by

empowering them to actively engage in their

healthcare. She especially enjoys building

relationships and working with her patients

to help them establish healthcare goals and

identify needs for themselves and their

families. Dr. Hanna completed her Medical

Degree at the University of South Carolina in

Columbia and her OB-GYN residency in

Michigan. Dr. Hanna holds a Bachelor of

Science degree from Georgia State

University. She completed Law School at St. Louis University School of Law

and holds a Master’s Degree in Health Administration from Ohio University.

She is originally from Lake City, South Carolina.

Aubrey Lukaszewicz Patterson, PharmD, (Doctor of Pharmacy), will be

working at FHC St. Matthews location. She

graduated from West Virginia University

(WVU) School of Pharmacy with her Doctor of

Pharmacy Degree and completed her

undergraduate degree in Pre-Pharmacy at

WVU. She is certified in Medication Therapy

Management, Pharmacy-Based Immunization

Delivery, Patient-Centered Diabetes Care,

First Aid and Basic Life Support. Aubrey was

born and raised just outside of Pittsburgh,

Pennsylvania. She enjoys traveling, outdoor

activities, and spending time with family and

friends. 

Leah Figueroa, PharmD (Doctor of Pharmacy), has joined our Pharmacy

department. Her hometown is a small rural

town called Williamston, South Carolina. She

is the middle child of three. Upon graduating

high school, she attended the University of

South Carolina in Columbia majoring in Pre-

pharmacy and ultimately graduated with her

Doctorate in Pharmacy in May 2015 from

South Carolina College of Pharmacy in

Columbia, South Carolina. Leah's hobbies

include reading, playing volleyball, and

spending time with her dog Kaydee.

Danielle Coles, PharmD (Doctor of Pharmacy), has joined our Pharmacy

department. She grew up in Columbia, South

Carolina where she attended public school and

went on to attend Clemson University where

she earned her Bachelor's degree in biology

with a minor in English. She earned her Doctor

of Pharmacy degree from Presbyterian College

of Pharmacy this past May. She recently

married and enjoys spending time with her

husband and their lab/retriever mix, Cubby.

Danielle also enjoys running, reading, traveling

to new places, and cheering on the Clemson

Tigers in her spare time.
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Zhengguan Yang, PharmD (Doctor of Pharmacy), has joined our

Pharmacy department. He was born in China

and came to the United States as a visiting

scholar in 2000. Also, he is a 1997 graduate

of China Pharmaceutical University with his

PhD in Pharmaceutics. While in China,

Zhengguan was a registered clinical

pharmacist working in a hospital pharmacy

for about seven years. He has worked as a

postdoctoral fellow and research associate

in three different universities in the U.S.

before attending South Carolina College of

Pharmacy. He and his wife have two children

and a dog Toby. Zhengguan enjoys reading

the news, camping, hiking, attending church,

playing basketball, and ping pong, and watching their son play tennis.

Mary Catherine Lasater joined FHC as a Family Nurse Practitioner. She

will be working at the Family Health Centers

at Holly Hill. She graduated from the Medical

University of South Carolina with her

Doctorate of Nursing Practice, Family Nurse

Practitioner. She completed her Bachelor of

Science degree in Nursing at MUSC after

having completed a Bachelor of Science

degree in Biology with a minor in Psychology

from the College of Charleston. Previously,

she was employed by MUSC in the trauma

step down unit. She also has RN experience

in home health, and as an RN case manager

for the VA Medical Center in Jacksonville, FL

where she managed and tracked chronic

medical conditions and triaged acute care patients. 

Karon Anderson, will serve as a Substance Abuse Counselor. She is a

Licensed Professional Counselor in the State

of South Carolina and a Master in Addictions

Counseling. In addition, she is a member of

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. Karon is excited

to join our team. She holds a Masters of Arts

degree in Clinical Counseling from Webster

University and a Bachelor of Science degree

from Savannah State University. She has

worked for the Department of Mental Health

for many years and most recently operated

her own private practice. Karon considers her

clinical training and expertise as an asset

regarding the level of experience she brings

to us as a Substance Abuse Counselor.

Darius Tucker will serve as Care Coordination Supervisor at Family Health

Centers, Inc. Darius is a Licensed Practical

Nurse and is a native of Eutawville, South

Carolina. He is a graduate of South Carolina

State University where he completed his

Bachelor of Science degree in nursing. He

brings nine years of Health Care experience to

the organization. He has worked at the Regional

Medical Center in the emergency department for

five years, and Summerville Medical Center in

the Emergency Department for three years. His

most recent place of employment was with Hope

Health as a Clinical Services Manager and

Preventive Health Nurse. Darius is known in the

community for his work with various youth

groups and church organizations. He loves empowering others and motivating

those around him. 

Rebecca Jackson, Registered Nurse, is joining FHC as a Care Coordinator.

She is a mother of three girls ages five, seven,

and eight. She has been a nurse for twelve

years. She will be working in our Norfield,

Denmark, and St. Matthews locations.

Rebecca graduated from South Carolina

State University with her Bachelor of Science

Degree in Nursing and is currently finishing

her Graduate studies to become a Family

Nurse Practitioner. She foresees staying with

Family Health Centers for a very long time.

Katrina James joined FHC as a Health Educator. She is a Certified Health

Education Specialist (CHES). She will be

working out of our Orangeburg location under

the New Morning Foundation Grant. Her

educational background includes a Bachelor

of Science degree in Health Promotion from

Coastal Carolina University, and a Master of

Public Health in Community Health from

Georgia Southern University. She is joining us

from Eau Claire Cooperative Health Center in

Columbia, SC. She is a native of Sumter,

South Carolina and currently resides in

Columbia, South Carolina. 

FHC Welcomes New Providers – continued from page 5
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Deandria Bennett, Patient Support Specialist, will be working at our Orangeburg

location. She is native to Orangeburg, SC and is a mother of twin boys. She will

be graduating with her Bachelor of Science degree in Sociology from Claflin

University in May, and holds an Associate degree in Early Child Education from

Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College. She comes to us from the YMCA as her

most recent employer, and happens to be certified in CPR/AED for children and

adults. Deandria's belief is that individuals have been placed on earth to help one

another. She feels that joining the FHC team will enable her to put her belief into

practice. 

Zavan Boyd, will serve as a Reimbursement Specialist in our Finance

Department. He is a South Carolina native who has recently graduated with

honors from Benedict College’s Tyrone Adam Burroughs’ School of Business and

Economics; where he obtained his Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting.

During his time at Benedict College, he has held positions as an Administrative

Assistant, Tutor, Treasurer, Service Technician, Social Media Coordinator, and

Bookkeeper. Aside from his academics and extra-curricular activities, he is an

aspiring inventor. He constantly creates and thinks of new ideas that could be

mass-produced for the general public, as he is skilled in thoroughly identifying

markets, finding and selecting distribution networks, and targeting specific

demographics. 

Natasha Callender, Financial Services Representative, will be working at the

Family Health Center at Holly Hill. She is a graduate of ECPI University in North

Charleston, South Carolina where she completed her Associate degree in Applied

Science in Medical Assisting. She is a member of Heroes of Health Science. She

holds certifications in Electronic Health Records, CPR, EKG, and Pharmacy

technician. Natasha resides in Holly Hill, South Carolina and brings a great

amount of customer service experience to FHC as well as computer software

proficiency. Natasha enjoys shopping, traveling, spending time with her family

and friends, as well as volunteering. and donating to help support local schools.

John Churchwell, Medicaid Eligibility Worker, will be working out of our St.

Matthews location. He holds his Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology from South

Carolina State University and an Associate of Arts degree from Orangeburg-

Calhoun Technical College. John brings a great amount of customer service

experience to our organization, including working in Columbia as an armed

security officer previously. He enjoys watching documentaries and reading

fantasy-fiction books. John currently resides in Orangeburg with his wife and their

beloved German Shepherd. 

Kayla Crummie, Medical Office Assistant, will be working at Family Health

Centers at Holly Hill. She holds an Associate’s degree of Science-Medical Office

Assistant, from Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College where she graduated at

the top of her class. She also holds a Diploma in Medical Billing and Coding from

Penn Foster. Kayla has been working as a Medical Office Assistant since 2014.

She is an easy-going individual who treats everyone equally. She believes in

getting work done in a correct and organized manner, but enjoys making new

friends and tends to have a sense of humor. She is the mother of a precious nine

and half month-old baby boy that tends to have her attention. She is a motivated

person that will always help others without hesitation.

Starreath Dicks has joined our nursing department as a Medical Office Assistant.

She will be working at our Denmark site. She earned her Associates degree in

Science from Keiser University and her Phlebotomy and Administrative Medical

Assistant Certifications from Aiken Technical College. Starreath has fourteen years

of medical field experience, has three children, and has been married for two

years. She loves spending time with her family, shopping, and eating out.

Starreath is excited to join our team!

Kendra Harley, Patient Support Specialist, will be working at our Orangeburg

location. Kendra lives in St. Matthews, South Carolina and is a recent graduate

of Winthrop University in Rock Hill, South Carolina with a Bachelor's Degree in

Political Science with minors in Healthcare Administration and Legal Studies.

Healthcare Policy and Administration is her field of interest. She is a 2017 Fellow

of the James E. Clyburn Fellowship Program. She is a member of Alpha Kappa

Alpha Sorority, Inc. She is excited and is looking forward to working here at Family

Health Centers, Inc.

Ebony Jackson, Medical Office Assistant, will be working at our Holly Hill location.

She obtained her Associates Degree as a Clinical Medical Assistant from San

Joaquin Valley College, and also holds an Early Childhood Education Certificate

from Calhoun Orangeburg Vocational Technical Center. Ebony comes to us from

Palmetto Health Richland in Columbia, South Carolina. She was born and raised

in Orangeburg. She is a wife and a mother to an amazing one and one-half year-

old son. Ebony is looking forward to joining our wonderful FHC family and plans

to always come to work with a positive attitude and a smile.

Calvin James, Assistant Chief Operating Officer/Risk Manager/Quality, joins

Family Health Centers, Inc. He will be working out of our Orangeburg location.

Calvin holds a Master's degree in Public Health from Drexel University in

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, as well as a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology

from Temple University in Philadelphia. He comes to us with eighteen years of

experience in Public Health which includes research coordination, program

management, program evaluation, and quality improvement. With his passion for

health services, he has gained knowledge and a detailed understanding of the

components involved with directing and supervising clinical improvement

initiatives, ensuring regulatory compliance, and promoting improved health care

outcomes. He is a single parent of two teenagers and looks forward to his new

role with FHC. 

Erica Johnson, Licensed Practical Nurse, has joined our St. George team. She

is a 2003 graduate of Claflin University where she obtained her Bachelor of Arts

degree in sociology. She completed her Master’s Degree in Sociology in 2008 at

South Carolina State University where she majored in Individual and Family

Development. Erica then completed her Diploma in Applied Science for Practical

Nursing with Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College in 2012. She is married with

three daughters and most recently comes to us from Laurel Baye Healthcare in

Williston, South Carolina.

Breanna Linder, LMSW (Licensed Master Social Worker), native of Orangeburg,

has joined our Behavioral Health Department as a Behavioral Health Counselor.

She is the last child of her parents'. Breanna is a graduate from Claflin University

where she received her Bachelor's degree in Sociology in 2009, and she recently

graduated with her Master’s degree in Social Work from University of South

Carolina. Ms. Linder enjoys sewing, crafting, and volunteering at schools doing

educational raps with children.

Angela McAlister, Licensed Practical Nurse, has joined our Nursing Department

in the OB/GYN department. She completed the Practical Nursing Program in

2010 at Denmark Technical College and most recently comes to us from long-

term care. Angela had previously completed her nursing school rotations at FHC

and is excited to begin employment with us. Sewing, cooking, crafting, reading,

the hallmark channel, and collecting Raggedy Ann and Snowmen are what she

enjoys, but she also loves the mountains and the beach. Angela has six

granddaughters ages two to ten. 

Daisy McDonald, Patient Support Specialist, will be joining our Denmark, St.

Matthews, and Norfield sites. She recently completed her Bachelor of Science

degree in Organizational Management at Claflin University, and previously

attended Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College. Previously, she has worked in

the medical field as a Medical Office Assistant and Phlebotomy in hospitals and

doctors’ offices in Washington, D.C., Maryland, and South Carolina. She has lived

in Orangeburg for the past twenty-eight years. She grew up on a farm in

Clarendon County where she quickly learned the importance of preparation and

hard work. 

Tina Pantaleon, Licensed Practical Nurse, has joined our Pediatrics Department.

She will be working on our Extended Pediatrics walk-in. She was born and raised

in Orangeburg, South Carolina, and is a 2007 graduate of Edisto High School.

Tina has been married since 2009 and has three children. She graduated from

Denmark Technical College in July 2017 with a Diploma in Practical Nursing.

Previously, she was a stay-at-home mother as well as Housekeeping Manager

for a housekeeping company. She is looking forward to making a home at Family

Health Centers. Tina completed her Pediatrics rotation at Barnwell Pediatrics in

Barnwell, South Carolina.

Denise Redmon, Registered Nurse, joins the Nursing department and will

assume the position of Assistant Director of Nursing. She resides in Orangeburg,

South Carolina and has been in the medical field for over twenty years.  She most

recently comes to us from the home health field. She obtained her Bachelor of

Science degree in Nursing from Grand Canyon University, and her Associate's

Degree in Nursing, Diploma in Practical Nursing, and Diploma in Medical Office

Assisting Technology from Orangeburg -Calhoun Technical College. Denise is

super excited to join our team as well as provide care to the community! She

enjoys traveling and riding motorcycles. 

The Family Health Centers, Inc. 
Announces and Welcomes the Following New Staff Members

FHC ANNOUNCES NEW STAFF APPOINTMENTS
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FHC Welcomes New Staff Appointments – continued from page 5

Johnte Reed, LPN (Licensed Practical Nurse) has joined our Nursing

Department as a full-time float. She was born and raised in Orangeburg. Johnte

recently graduated with her Diploma in Practical Nursing from Orangeburg-

Calhoun Technical College and participated in clinical rotations at FHC. Nursing

school was her biggest accomplishment next to becoming a mother. She believes

that nursing has always been her calling, but her passion began when her

younger sister was born with complications.  She prides herself on being a natural-

born caregiver.  As a nurse, Johnte believes that every day you could touch a life,

or a life could touch yours. 

Tiffany Williams, RDH (Dental Hygienist), has re-joined our Dental Department.

She previously worked for Family Health Centers, Inc. and is looking forward to

the opportunity to return to our Orangeburg site. She obtained her Associate of

Science degree in dental hygiene in 2012 from Florence Darlington Technical

College where she earned an award for making the President’s list, and was

recently an adjunct instructor there as well. Tiffany truly loves her work in dental

hygiene and has a heart for every patient. In her spare time, she enjoys traveling

and spending time with her daughter and her husband. Tiffany was born and

raised in Lake City, South Carolina.

Tony Williams, Patient Services Representative, will be working at our main site

switchboard here in Orangeburg as part of FHC's Operations division. He resides

in Orangeburg, South Carolina. Tony obtained his Bachelor of Science degree in

Business Administration from Newberry College in Newberry, South Carolina, and

has completed the Business Application Program from SC Vocational

Rehabilitation's Information Technology Training Center in West Columbia, South

Carolina. Tony also brings a great deal of customer service and collaborates to 

provide logistic cohesiveness among our center. He loves Dallas Cowboys and

Clemson Tigers, and his favorite past-times include golf and swimming. Tony

enjoys bible study and his new position here at FHC!

Don Wilson has joined our finance department as Controller. He has a Master’s

Degree in Business Administration emphasis in Accounting, and he obtained his

Bachelor's Degree in Mathematics from Savannah State University. He is a

member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc, and is very active in the graduate

Chapter in Savannah. Don has spent most of his career as a Controller in the

Manufacturing Industry, and has worked with a CPA firm as well. He looks forward

to beginning his career here at Family Health Centers, Inc. 

Rashida Wright, Patient Support Specialist, will be working at our main site in

Orangeburg. She is a previous recipient of the Isaac Newton award in Physics

and Einstein Award in Air Force Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps

(AFJROTC). She attended the University of South Carolina Aiken where she

obtained her Bachelor of Science degree in biology. Rashida is currently working

towards her Master's Degree in Healthcare Administration, and lives in

Orangeburg with her husband and two children ages six and eleven.  

Tamekia Young, Reimbursement Specialist, has joined our Finance Department

at our Orangeburg site. She is a native of Sumter, South Carolina. In 2009, she

joined the Army Reserves as a Chemical Specialist. She obtained her Associates

Degree in Accounting from Central Carolina Technical College and her Bachelor's

Degree in Finance from Coastal Carolina University. She also holds an Accounting

Specialist Certification. Previously, she comes to us from the South Carolina

Department of Revenue. In Tamekia's spare time she loves reading horror novels

by author John Saul,å and watching horror movies. 

Three FHC Staff Members Earned Degrees

Marquita Asbury, Quality Improvement Specialist at the Family

Health Centers, Inc., recently earned a Bachelor of Science

degree in Nursing from USC Upstate. She graduated with a 3.90.

Amanda McAllister, DNP, RN, CPNP board certified family nurse

practitioner at Family Health Centers, Inc. recently earned a

doctorate of nursing practice degree from the Medical University

of South Carolina (MUSC) in Charleston, SC. She graduated with

a 4.00. In addition, she was inducted into Sigma Theta Tau which

is national nursing society. 

Natalie Inabinet, Patient Support Specialist at FHC locations in

St. George and Holly Hill, recently earned a Master’s Degree in

Health Services Administration with a concentration in Public

Health Management from Strayer University. She graduated with

a 3.68.



Communicator  p9

SIX FHC EMPLOYEES PROMOTED 
TO NEW POSITIONS

Katrina Acree, Pharmacist, has been appointed to the position of Director of Pharmacy. She will be working

out of our Orangeburg site. Katrina holds a Bachelor's Degree in Psychology with a minor in Biology from

University of South Carolina, and received her Pharmacy degree from University of South Carolina.  She

has over twenty years of experience in retail pharmacy to include Immunization delivery, medication therapy

management, community outreach, Diabetes education, and precepting. Katrina has been with Family

Health Centers since July 2013.

Mark Dukes, Courier, promoted to Assistant Facilities Supervisor, where he now serves as second

in command of our Facilities Department. Mark has been with Family Health Centers since April

2016, and holds an Associate Degree in Industrial Electricity from Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical

College along with many years of work experience.

Antonio Gathers has recently been promoted to the position of Patient Services Manager as part of

our organization's Finance division, and he is very excited to transition into this new role with FHC.

Mr. Gathers' office is located at our main site in Orangeburg. He brings previous customer service

supervisory experience to us and has excelled since his start at Family Health Centers in 2017 as a

Medicaid Eligibility Worker. Mr. Gathers holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Sociology with a

concentration in Criminal Justice from Claflin University, and is currently working on his Master's

Degree in Rehabilitation Counseling at South Carolina State University. He also serves as Senior

Pastor at Life Cathedral Church in Orangeburg, SC.

Kerry Graydon has been promoted to the position of Patient Services Supervisor as part of our organization's

Finance division at FHC main site scheduling department in Orangeburg. It did not take long for Kerry's

knowledge, skills, abilities, and professionalism to shine through. He began employment with Family Health

Centers in 2017 as a Patient Service Representative. Kerry holds a Bachelor's Degree in Social Work from

South Carolina State University and is from West Columbia, SC. 

Shakia Haynes, Application Analyst, was promoted to Assistant Director of IT, where she now serves

as second in command of our IT Department. She has worked for Family Health Centers since 2014,

and holds a Master's Degree in Business Administration and a Bachelor's Degree in Management of

Information Systems.

Natalie Nelson, PharmD, is Pharmacist in Charge at our Norfield pharmacy. She has been promoted

to Assistant Director of Pharmacy. Natalie will continue to work at Norfield. She holds a Doctorate of

Pharmacy from Presbyterian College of Pharmacy and her Bachelor of Science degree is from University

of South Carolina where she majored in Biology. Natalie has been with Family Health Centers since

September 2015.



Family Health Centers 
Awarded $123,949 by U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Family Health Centers Inc. has been awarded a total of $123,949 by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) based on FHC's

2016 achievements.

FHC Inc. received funds based on employing Electronic Health
Records to report on all clinical quality measures data for all the
health centers' patients. It was also awarded funds for demonstrating

notable improvement in one or more Clinical Quality Improvers
between 2014 and 2015.

FHC Inc. was one of 22 health centers in South Carolina awarded funds
by the HHS. The health center will use the funds to further improve the quality, efficiency
and effectiveness of the health care delivered to the communities we serve. This
announcement comes during Health Center Week, the annual celebration of the high-
quality, affordable primary health care that centers have been providing for more than 50
years.

“Americans deserve a healthcare system that’s affordable, accessible, of the highest
quality, with ample choices, driven by world-leading innovations and responsive to the
needs of the individual patient,” HHS Secretary Tom Price said. “Supporting health centers
across the country helps to achieve that mission.”

The health centers are receiving the funds to continue improving their services based
upon high levels of performance in one or more of the following categories: Improving
Quality of Care, Increasing Access to Care, Enhancing Delivery of High Value Health
Care, Addressing Health Disparities and Achieving Patient-Centered Medical Home
Recognition.

“Today’s awards will help health centers to provide their communities with high quality,
affordable primary care,” Health Resource Services Administration (HRSA) Administrator
Dr. George Sigounas said. “Quality care remains a critical trait of the Health Center
Program, especially because health centers are treating more patients than ever before.”

Today, nearly 1,400 health centers operate more than 10,400 service delivery sites
nationwide.
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“Americans deserve a healthcare

system that’s affordable, accessible, of

the highest quality, with ample choices,

driven by world-leading innovations

and responsive to the needs of the

individual patient. Supporting health

centers across the country helps to

achieve that mission.”

Tom Price
HHS Secretary

She added, “One of our ideas was that when we started the

center, that we would’ve given people life skills and an opportunity

to go to school and become CNAs and nurses or whatever in our

centers. Ella Riley serves as an epitome of what we thought the

center should be. She started with us years ago as a clerk, and

now she’s the director of HR. So our dream has been fulfilled.

Georgia has worked extremely hard. It was through her leadership

that we made it as far as we had gotten.”

Henderson said she is proud of the “remarkable job” the FHC has

done, adding that it had "certainly set out to do what we aimed for

it to do and more."

The FHC has its main site on Magnolia Street in Orangeburg,

along with six satellite sites in Denmark, Vance, Holly Hill, Norway,

St. Matthews, and St. George. A new freestanding facility in

Denmark will be dedicated later this year. FHC had a total

economic impact of more than $26 million last year. 

Knotts, a North resident, said he was elated at how far FHC has

come from its humble beginnings.

“It has really grown since its inception. To be recognized is not a

bad thing because back in the day, we did not have any health

care in the outlying rural area. We used to meet at the Zimmerman

Health Center right down from South Carolina State (University),”

said Knotts, who recalled how he got started in the grassroots

work for better health care.

“Back in the day, I had a lot more energy, and I guess the civil

rights movement was kind of like going along at the same time.

We were underprivileged on every end, and we thought that if we

could improve our health, we could improve our lives. That’s how

I became a part of it,” he said.

Adult medicine, pediatrics, podiatry, OB/GYN and dental are

among the services the FHC provides. The center employs 166

and has a current total economic impact of $21,985,537.

Goode praised her fellow team members for their relentless

commitment to improving health care access. She said she was

hired as a community organizer for the Washington-based

Transcentury Corp., which had received a grant from the U.S.

Department of Health, Education and Welfare, or HEW, in 1968 to

look at the nation's health needs, including those in the rural South.

"These people stood with me. It has not been easy. I'm not a

quitter," she said, noting that her parents were big influences on

her life of service.

Gilmore, a 91-year-old Bowman resident, said while the council’s

work involved “a lot of going,” it was worth it to help make the FHC

what it is today.

“It’s a good group of people. It’s always good to be able to help

somebody," he said. "Back then, people would try to help each

other. I tried to help somebody else. I’m glad to know that it’s still

up and going.”

FHC Honors Activist, Grassroots Group, Dedicates Historical Marker– continued from page 3
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EXTENDED 
DENTAL HOURS

For An Appointment, 
Call 803-531-6900

3310 Magnolia Street, Orangeburg, SC
www.myfhc.org

Weekly office hours 
are as follows:

Monday through Friday
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Family Health
Centers, Inc.

Participates in
Midlands Gives

For the second consecutive year, the Family

Health Centers, Inc. will be participating in the

Midlands Gives 2018 online fundraising event

that brings the region together as one

community, raising money and awareness for

local nonprofits in 11 Midlands counties. The

Midlands Gives online fundraising event will be

held on Tuesday, May 1, 2018 from 12:00 a.m.

until 11:59 p.m. Your generous support makes a

meaning difference to our mission to promote

health and provide quality comprehensive health

care to all with courtesy.

On Midlands Gives Day, pleases consider

making a contribution in the amount of $20, $25,

$50, $75, or $100 to help us reach our goal of

$50,000. All gifts you make to Family Health

Centers, Inc. will increase our impact by

allowing us to provide healthcare assistance to

uninsured patients in our community.  

On May 1, visit https://www.midlandsgives.org/myfhc

and make a donation using your credit or debit

card. To learn more about Midlands Gives and

view the full list of participating nonprofits, visit

http://midlandsgives.org.

The Family Health Centers, Inc. Dental

Department is happy to announce extended

hours. We are now offering extended hours

for patients who are unable to make it to our

office during regular business hours. 

For your convenience, evening and early

morning dental appointments are available.



Family Health Centers, Inc.

3310 Magnolia Street

Orangeburg, SC 29115

803-531-6900 

Family Health Center 

at Denmark

5616 Carolina Highway

Denmark, SC 29042

803-793-4282

Family Health Center 

at Holly Hill

922 Holly Street

Holly Hill, SC 29059

803-496-7174

Family Health Center 

at Norfield 

7061 Norway Road

Neeses, SC 29107

803-263-4086

Family Health Center 

at St. George

401 Ridge Street

St. George, SC 29477

843-563-5315

Family Health Center 

at St. Matthews

558 Chestnut Street

St. Matthews, SC 29135

803-874-2006

Family Health Center 

at Vance

10278 Old #6 Hwy. 

Vance, SC 29163

803-492-3031

Dental Mobile Unit

3310 Magnolia Street

Orangeburg, SC 29115

803-747-1929

Optometry Mobile Unit

3310 Magnolia Street

Orangeburg, SC 29115

803-707-0445

www.myfhc.org

FAMILY HEALTH CENTERS CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

Family Health Centers, Inc.

3310 Magnolia Street

Orangeburg, SC 29115
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