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CLYBURN: HEALTH CENTERS CAN SERVE
BEYOND MISSION; FHC RECOGNIZES

PEOPLE INVOLVED IN FOUNDING

Community health centers must continue to fulfill their core mission of
providing affordable care while also seeking innovative ways to improve
their communities, Sixth District Congressman Jim Clyburn says.

“Find ways that you can help communities beyond what's been the
traditional thing to do. If we don't, we are going to pass on to the next
generation a little less education, a little less health care, a little less
wealth and a little less sense of community,” he said. 

The congressman spoke during the Family Health Centers, Inc.
legislative breakfast held Tuesday morning at the Garden Room in
Orangeburg. Clyburn said community health centers are among the
programs born out of the Great Society, a set of domestic programs that
then-President Lyndon B. Johnson launched in the U.S. with the goal of
eliminating, among other things, poverty.

“The Great Society program, according to a lot of people you see and
hear today, was a great failure. Well, let me tell you something:
Community health centers were born as a part of the Great Society
program back in 1965 and not only have they succeeded, but they have
succeeded beyond expectations. They are an integral part of why it
works,” Clyburn said. 

He said Medicare, Medicaid and the Voting Rights Act were among the
other Great Society programs that are still “existing and exceeding far
beyond expectations.” 

“Don’t listen to these people. They have got an agenda that’s got nothing
to do with what your dreams and aspirations are. Your dreams and
aspirations are about the same as mine, and that is to meet the
challenges that we have as Americans today. What is that challenge? To
make this country’s greatness accessible and affordable to all of its
citizens,” Clyburn said. 

He said community health centers would be nothing without the
communities they serve. 

“When those programs were created in 1965, they stipulated that you
can't just have the health care or the education. ... You've got to involve
the people that you're there to serve,” Clyburn said. 

He touted the importance of participating in the U.S. Census, which will
be conducted in 2020. Census information determines where a lot of
federal dollars go. 

“Nobody's doing anything to you but trying to determine what the needs
are in your community. And if you fail to do it, it means that you're
undercutting services that could come to your community. And then when

the budgets are put together, the budgets are designed to respond to
what you put on those forms,” Clyburn said.

In making his point, he referenced his 10-20-30 program which is
designed to get at least 10 percent of Rural Development investments
to communities where 20 percent or more of the population has lived
below the poverty line for the last 30 years. 

“And then we got to the Affordable Care Act. We did all that under the
Recovery Reinvestment Act; $300 million went to community health
centers to help them upgrade. We targeted those communities” that fell
under the 10-20-30 program criteria, he said. 

“It was not going to communities that can write the best grant. I don't
have anything against people who write good grants, but I don't want to
penalize people who are not equipped to hire big-time grant writers to
write the good grants,” Clyburn said. 

He also issued a challenge for community health centers to not just be
health centers, but hubs, for example, for the Internet access which is
needed in many rural areas. “We ought to make every church a hot spot. 

We ought to make every community health center a hot spot. I would
much rather see these children in the parking lots of community health
centers doing their homework than to see them down at the local
McDonald’s or some other fast food joint doing homework,” Clyburn said. 

He added, “We have got, as community health centers, to get beyond
that which we're chartered to do. ... People get rewarded for the things
they do beyond the call of duty. And if community health centers can be
a hot spot, you can provide a service in that community for which you're
not paid. We have got to get serious about providing education and
health care throughout our community.” 

National Health Care Center Week 2019 is observed Aug. 4-10, marking
the 54th year of the community health center movement. The theme for
2019 is “America’s Health Centers: Rooted in Communities.”  – continued
on page 2

Sixth District Congressman Jim Clyburn delivered the keynote
address during a legislative breakfast held by the Family Health
Centers, Inc. at the Garden Room in Orangeburg.

Leon Brunson Sr., CEO of Family Health Centers, Inc.,
presides over the legislative breakfast recognizing FHC’s 50
years of service.



Chance Bradley

2019 HEALTH CARE 
CHILDREN HERO AWARD RECIPIENTS
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Jordan Dough Faith Howe Ian Jackson

Jazier Jamison Josandra Randolph Johnnie Scott

Family Health Centers, Inc. is part of a nationwide network of health

centers that serve more than 28 million Americans, providing care to the

medically vulnerable and underserved. 

Family Health Centers, Inc. began as the Orangeburg County

Consumer Health Council, which was founded in September 1969 and

was chartered in January 1970. 

Some of the people who were a part of the Consumer Health Council

were recognized during the breakfast, including Orbia I. Gilmore, whose

family members were present at the occasion, and Betty Henderson. 

Family Health Centers, Inc. has its main Orangeburg site on Magnolia

Street in Orangeburg, along with satellites sites in Denmark, Vance,

Holly Hill, Norway, St. Matthews and St. George. 

The center served 19,551 patients last year. It is accredited by the Joint

Commission, verifying it is in compliance with nationally recognized

standards, and was the first primary care medical home in the state to

be accredited by the Joint Commission. 

During the legislative breakfast program, 11 children were named as

FHC Health Care Children Hero Award recipients. 

Also during the program, S.C. Primary Health Care Association CEO

Dr. Vicki Young read a proclamation from Gov. Henry McMaster, who

proclaimed Aug. 4-10 as S.C. Health Center Week. 

A proclamation was also read from Orangeburg Mayor Michael Butler

proclaiming Aug. 4-10 as National Health Center Week. 

Dr. Danielle Towns, Interim Chief Medical Officer of Family Health

Centers, Inc., presented Health Care Children Hero Awards to the

following: Chance Bradley, Jordan Dough, Faith Howe, Zyquarius

Gilmore, Emily Grandos, Isaiah Hernandez, Ian Jackson, Jazier

Jamison, Josandra Randolph, Johnnie Scott, and Sylar Watson. 

FHC CEO Leon Brunson Sr. said the center’s focus continues to be

providing affordable and accessible health care, with the FHC already

providing free hypertension medication for patients who cannot afford it

and providing individuals without transportation with free transportation

to the site for treatment. 

“We want to see people live longer with a quality of life greater than what

it was. We strive for that every day,” he said. 

Clyburn: Health Centers Can Serve Beyond Mission;
FHC Recognizes People Involved In Founding – continued from page 1
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Iman Abdul-Ali has joined Family Health Centers, Inc. as the Nurse

Practitioner in our Adult Medicine department.

Ms. Adbul-Ali is board certified by the American

Nursing Credentialing Center. She began her

career in nursing in 2009 with a focus on Critical

Care and advanced to Family Nurse Practitioner.

She graduated from Midlands Technical College

with an Associate Degree in Nursing and later went to Chamberlain

University where she obtained her Bachelor of Science degree in

Nursing. She also obtained her Master of Science degree from

Chamberlain University. She is currently working on her Doctor of Nursing

degree. Mrs. Abdul-Ali is a member of South Carolina Nurses

Association, American Heart Association, Sigma Theta Tau, Sigma

Gamma Rho, Incorporated, Chi Eta Phi and International Association of

Forensic Nurses. She is also a proud officer in the United States Army.

FHC WELCOMES NEW PROVIDERS 

Lauren Beard, PharmD (Pharmacist) is joining our Pharmacy at the

Orangeburg main site. She is a native of St.

George, SC but now resides in Columbia, SC

with her husband, Jordan Beard. In her free

time, she enjoys riding her horse, Tootsie. She

also actively competes in the sport of barrel

racing. She is excited to join the team at Family

Health Center.

Sherry Jones, CNM (Certified Nurse Midwife), is joining our

OB/GYN department at our Orangeburg site.

Her passion for women’s health and wellness

has led her to her beloved career as a

certified nurse mid wife. She completed her

midwifery education at East Carolina

University. Prior to becoming a nurse midwife,

I worked as a high-risk labor and delivery

nurse for over 7 years. I look forward to developing a relationship

with people in the community through education and advocacy.

Dr. Marilyn Mathew, DDS, will serve as a Dentist on FHC

Dental Mobile Unit. Dr. Mathew was born

and raised in the Middle East in Doha,

Qatar. She received her undergraduate

degree in Bachelor of Dental Surgery from

M.G.R. Medical University in Chennai,

India before graduating from New York

University College of Dentistry with a

Doctor of Dental Surgery in 2011. Dr. Mathew brings her

extensive experience to provide the highest level of dental care

in a gentle and compassionate manner. Patients of Dr. Mathew

are fortunate to receive state-of-the-art dental care as she is an

avid participant in continuing dental education and is performing

cutting edge dental procedures. She looks forward to continuing

her education in all aspects of adult and pediatric dentistry,

including but not limited to: endodontics, orthodontics,

prosthodontics, dental implants, and oral surgery. Dr. Mathew

is a member of the American Dental Association.

Brittany Kohn has joined FHC as a Training and Development

Manager/Family Nurse Practitioner. She is

certified by the American Association of Nurse

Practitioners (AANP). Ms. Kohn is a native of

Columbia, SC. She received her Bachelor of

Science in Nursing from Armstrong State

University in Savannah, Georgia and earned

her Master of Science in Nursing from South

University in Columbia, SC..

Lauren Svensen has recently joined FHC as the Family Nurse

Practitioner in the Extended Pediatrics and Adult

Medicine at the main site in Orangeburg, SC.

She graduated from Charleston Southern

University in 2011 with a Bachelor of Science in

Nursing and began her career in rehabilitation

nursing.  In 2018, she graduated Walden

University with a Master of Science in Nursing

and became a Family Nurse Practitioner.  She is excited to join the team

at Family Health Centers, Inc.



The Family Health Centers, Inc. announced the addition of four new members to

its board of directors. 

The new members are H. Franklin Dickson, Barbara R. Wagstaff, Lynn M. Rivers,

and Melvin “Mel” Hart. 

Dickson, the director of the Orangeburg County Transit System, also serves as the

mayor of the Town of Branchville. 

Dickson obtained a bachelor’s degree in physical education and coaching from

Charleston Southern University in Charleston.

He served as a mayor of Bamberg for eight years from 1989-1996. He was also

the state president of the South Carolina Junior Chamber of Commerce in 1981,

a former president of the Bamberg County Chamber of Commerce and CEO of

the YMCA in Berkeley County for six years. 

Wagstaff is a registered nurse, nurse leader, ordained ministered and business

woman. She is also a distributor and consultant for Melaleuca Wellness Company. 

She earned her Bachelor of Science in nursing from Chapman University, Orange,

California. She is a full-time student pursuing an advanced degree in nursing with

an emphasis in public health at Grand Canyon University, Phoenix, Arizona. She

will be graduating in September 2019. 

With more than 30 years in health care, she was the certified gastroenterology

nurse director for two large hospitals simultaneously in Los Angeles. She was

president of the Southern California Society of Gastroenterology Nurses and

Associates. 

She is a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. and the American Nurses

Association and Society of Gastroenterology nurses. 

Rivers is a native of North. She obtained her Bachelor of Science in elementary

education from South Carolina State University and received her master’s degree

in curriculum and leadership from Lesley University in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

For many years, Rivers has served the community through many outlets. One such

capacity is serving 29 years as an educator at Dover Elementary School in North.

As an educator, she took on a role as a mentor to children and teachers where

she has provided many learning experiences. 

Hart has dedicated much of his life advocating for equal justice and inclusion for

all, especially those many think of as marginalized. As a recently retired director

with the national award-winning S.C. Black Media Group, Hart has worked with a

diverse clientele. He still lends a hand with African American media and

publications. 

Hart received his Bachelor of Science in business administration with minors in

accounting and economics from South Carolina State University. Hart is active in

the community, working with the county and state Democratic Party. He is a

member of Kappa Alpha Psi Inc. and a life member of the NAACP.

FHC Names Four 
New Board Members
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Paulette Clark, Licensed Practical Nurse, will be joining

our Adult Medicine department. She obtained her

diploma in practical nursing at Orangeburg-Calhoun

Technical College. She has 6 years’ experience as a

CMA and 9 years’ experience in the medical field. She

is a native of Summerville, SC and currently residing in

Santee, SC. She is married to Billy Clark and they have

one daughter, Ashlyn Clark.

Desmond Ty’Dore Harley is a Financial Service

Representative at FHC’s main site in Orangeburg, SC.

He is a native of Swansea, SC. He graduated from

Calhoun County High School and earned his Bachelor

of Science degree in Management from Claflin

University where he graduated Cum Laude.

Sandra E. Johnson, LMSW, was recently hired to be

a Ryan White Case Manager for the Family Health

Centers, Inc. She brings a great deal of experience in

providing effective case management to persons living

with HIV/AIDS due to the ten years she was an

HIV/AIDS social worker with SC DHEC's Region 5

which includes Orangeburg, Bamberg, Calhoun, and

Aiken Counties. She also worked in SC DHEC's Home

Health program in the Sumter region as well as the

Spartanburg area in which she provided counseling,

case management, crisis intervention and a range of

other services to home bound individuals including

those living with HIV/AIDS. She is a longtime resident

of South Carolina and received her Master of Social

Work from the University of South Carolina in 1988.

Joann Simmons, Financial Service Representative,

will be working at our Holly Hill site in Holly Hill, SC. She

is a native of Florence, SC. She completed her Bachelor

of Science degree in Family and Consumer Sciences

from South Carolina State University. She is a member

of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. She is married and

has two beautiful children.

Cynthia Soard is a Financial Service Representative at

our FHC’s Vance location. She attended the Dorchester

County Public School Systems and attended

Orangeburg Calhoun Technical College. She has

worked in the accounting department in a

manufacturing environment for 30 years. She has two

sons and one grandchild.

Miriam Spires is a Licensed Practiced Nurse at FHC’s

Denmark location. Ms. Spires earned her Diploma in

Applied Science from Orangeburg Calhoun Technical

College. She is married and has four children. She has

worked in the health care industry for 12 years. She has

certifications in CNA and Phlebotomy.

Bambi Joyatta Winfield, Licensed Practical Nurse, will

be joining our Adult Medicine department. She

graduated from Orangeburg Calhoun Technical College

and was presented with the Outstanding Clinical Award.

She currently resides in Orangeburg with her two

beautiful daughters. She has been working in primary

care for the past seven years.

New members of the Family Health Centers, Inc. board are, from left, 
H. Franklin Dickson, Barbara R. Wagstaff, Lynn M. Rivers and Melvin “Mel" Hart.

FAMILY HEALTH CENTERS, INC.

ANNOUNCES AND WELCOMES 

NEW STAFF MEMBERS
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Family Health Centers, Inc. celebrated

National Health Center Week (NHCW)

with a series of events August 4-10. 

The theme for this year's National Health

Center Week is “American’s Health

Centers: Rooted in Communities."

Family Health Centers, Inc. is part of a

nationwide network of health centers that

serves more than 27 million Americans.

The events are part of a national

campaign to raise awareness about the

mission and accomplishments of

America’s health centers and the staff that

brings health care to the medically

underserved. 

NHCW events that celebrate the ways

that health centers are “Rooted in

Communities” are scheduled across the

country, including health fairs, visits by

members of Congress and state officials

to local health centers, back-to-school

drives, community breakfasts, patient

appreciation events, free health

screenings and much more. 

For more than 50 years, community health centers have provided

high-quality health care in communities across the country. With the

support of grassroots advocates, these centers have reached

beyond medicine to improve lives, enhance access, reduce health

care costs and create a positive impact. 

Help keep policymakers informed on the importance of community

health centers "Be the Voice" for your community health center. FHC

patients are being asked to take the pledge to become an advocate

and sign up at one of the satellite locations. 

Family Health Centers, Inc. recognized its patients, community and

staff. Patient Appreciation Day was held on Monday, August 5, with

refreshments and giveaways for patients. 

On Tuesday, August 6, FHC hosted a BY

INVITATION ONLY Legislative Breakfast.

The event was held at the Garden Room,

1190 Orangeburg Mall Circle, Orangeburg.

The keynote speaker for the occasion was

Congressman James E. Clyburn, House

majority whip and representative for South

Carolina's 6th Congressional District.

Clyburn is the third-ranking Democrat in

the House of Representatives. He

previously served in the post from 2007 to

2011 and served as assistant Democratic

leader from 2011 to 2019.

On Patient Health Care Day Wednesday,

August 7, FHC selected patients in its

service areas of Orangeburg, Denmark,

Holly Hill, Neeses, St. Matthews, St.

George, and Vance, where laundry

products were distributed to the residents.

FHC Agricultural Worker Health Care Day

Thursday, August 8 selected two to four

farms located in Orangeburg, Bamberg,

Calhoun and Upper Dorchester counties,

where it distributed hygiene products; and

bilingual educational materials for the

seasonal workers and their families. 

Employee Appreciation Day was held on Friday, August 9 with lunch

served to the employees. 

FHC ended the week by hosting its Annual Health and Wellness

Fair from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, August 10. This year at least

20 vendors participated from various organizations and

businesses throughout Orangeburg and surrounding areas. Free

screenings were offered by FHC, which included blood pressure

and glucose checks. Also, there was health care counseling and

a free food demonstration. In addition, there was free food, great

giveaways, games and activities for the kids, and music by The

Big DM 101.3 FM.

‘Rooted in Communities’
Family Health Centers to mark special week

Family Health Centers, Inc. received $300,000 from the

Health Resources and Services Administration to expand

oral health services.

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS),

Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)

awarded $2,654,884 to nine health centers in South Carolina to

expand their oral health service capacity through new infrastructure

enhancements. These investments are the first by HRSA to solely

focus on oral health infrastructure and will enable HRSA-funded

health centers to provide new, or enhance existing, oral health

services. Nationally, HRSA awarded over $85 million to 298 health

centers.

“Health centers play a key role in providing access to a

comprehensive range of services Americans need to stay healthy,

and that includes high-quality oral health care,” said HHS Secretary

Alex Azar. “Early detection of oral diseases can prevent much more

costly health challenges and improve Americans’ health, which is

the ultimate goal of President Trump’s vision for our healthcare

system. These are the first awards HRSA has ever made solely for

health centers’ oral healthcare infrastructure, and they will support

better access to oral health services in communities across the

country, including underserved urban and rural areas.”

The awards of up to $300,000 each will support physical and 

organizational infrastructure investments for health centers,

such as minor alteration and renovation to modernize

existing facilities, purchase and installation of dental and

radiology equipment, training and consultation to increase

oral health integration, and purchase of mobile dental units

to increase access to oral health care in hard-to-reach parts of

communities.

“Access to high-quality, integrated oral health care is essential to

the early detection of oral diseases, which are critical to preventing

future, often costly, health issues,” said Acting HRSA Administrator

Tom Engels. “These awards, which are the first of their kind, will

help health centers tackle limitations in infrastructure, such as

outdated equipment and insufficient space, and improve access to

integrated, oral health services in primary care settings in

communities across the country.

In 2018, HRSA-funded health centers served more than 6.4 million

dental patients, a 13 percent increase from 2016, and provided

more than 16.5 million dental visits.

For more than 50 years, health centers have delivered affordable,

accessible, quality, and cost-effective primary health care services

to patients. Today, nearly 1,400 health centers operate

approximately 12,000 service delivery sites nationwide.

FHC GETS $300,000 TO
EXPAND ORAL HEALTH SERVICES



School-based telehealth: 
Family Health Centers, Inc. 

working with Bamberg, Calhoun 
districts to expand care

One of the state's largest community health centers is kicking off a
school-based telehealth program in Calhoun and Bamberg counties
to increase health care access for children in rural and underserved
areas. 

Family Health Centers, Inc. in Orangeburg has partnered with
Bamberg School District 2 and Calhoun County Public Schools to
provide telehealth services in the following schools: Denmark-Olar
Elementary School, Denmark-Olar Middle School, Denmark-Olar
High School, Sandy Run K-8 School, St. Matthews K-8 School and
Calhoun County High School. 

FHC will also provide telehealth services to the Orangeburg-
Calhoun-Allendale-Bamberg Community Action Agency Inc. as part
of a partnership with it. 

FHC Chief Executive Officer Leon Brunson said the newly formed
Orangeburg County School District will also be eyed for inclusion in
the program. 

"We're waiting on a new superintendent to get his feet wet, and we
will approach them," he said. 

"Family Health Centers, Inc. is one of those organizations that can
partner with you and make a tremendous difference in the quality of
health care in the state. Telemedicine is just one avenue. ... We want
to serve each child according to national standards, making sure
they receive quality health care. This is just another method of
accessing care," Brunson said. 

Brunson was among school, health and community officials who
converged upon the New Vision Centre in Orangeburg for a program
kickoff luncheon on Monday afternoon. 

FHC has partnered with Bamberg-based Palmetto Care Connections
Inc. on the project. Palmetto Care Connections is a nonprofit
telehealth network that is working to improve health care access in
rural, underserved communities statewide.

Kathy Rhoad, director of program development with Palmetto Care
Connections, said, “Palmetto Care Connections is very excited to be
working with the Family Health Centers, Inc. to bring school-based
telehealth to local areas." 

Brunson said the Medical University of South Carolina is providing
equipment through the Palmetto Care Connections group. 

“MUSC has a mission that they put in telemedicine in the rural areas
of the state. So, yes, they buy all the equipment for the project, and
that's where it comes from. The state of South Carolina funds this
every year for MUSC," Brunson said. 

Telemedicine refers to the use of telecommunications technology to

provide health care from a distance. The program will involve the use
of telemedicine carts, which are mobile medical carts designed to
give providers a mobile frame and storage system to carry
equipment such as cameras and keyboards. 

Specialized telehealth-enabled instruments are used by a nurse
according to the directions given by the provider in order to perform
a physical exam remotely, for example. An electric stethoscope can
be used to hear bowel, lung and heart sounds, along with a video
otoscope for examining the ears. 

"The feedback from the providers or the nurse practitioners or the
doctors is that because of the quality of the digital equipment and
the cameras and that kind of thing, that they really get a picture of
the actual patient as if the patient was right beside them. That is just
phenomenal," Rhoad said. 

Matt Hiatt, technology director with Palmetto Care Connections, said
the telemedicine carts will also include a concussion unit which can
identify concussions using electronic cognitive assessment systems,
determining in real time if a player, for example, needs to be removed
from play because of head trauma.

Shanel Dunkin of FHC's Adult Medicine Unit will serve as the
telehealth provider for the program. 

Rhoad said, "The school district champion is most often the school
nurse. If you have an enthusiastic school nurse, that really makes
all the difference in the world.” 

School leaders are also important, including principals, superintendents
and school boards. 

"We already have the staff training module and we'll be doing the
nurse training for Calhoun, Bamberg and OCAB in August," Rhoad
said. 

She noted that mental health and chronic disease management are
among the services which can be assessed through the telehealth
program. 

Brunson said a concerted effort will be made to get parents to sign
their children up for the telemedicine program. 

"My outreach worker will come into your school and assist the parent
to fill that form out. We will make it easy. Not only that, right now I'm
offering free book bags to patients that come, parents that fill out that
form, just turn it back in without any visit," he said. The book bag will
be filled with supplies.

"I'm going to keep incentives out there in front of the parents because
the parents are the driving force of this. We want to sit down and talk
about how to make this better. Those kids are our responsibility. ... It
takes all of us to make it happen," Brunson said.
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Palmetto Care Connections (PCC) and Family Health Centers, Inc.

(FHC) partnered to conduct telehealth training for school nurses from

Calhoun County Schools, Bamberg School District Two Schools, and

the Orangeburg Calhoun Allendale Bamberg (OCAB) Community

Action Agency, Inc. on Wednesday, August 14 in Orangeburg.

The training included an overview of telehealth, an introduction to

school-based telehealth, videos and live demonstrations of telehealth

equipment, and Family Health Center Telehealth Policies and

Procedures.

“Palmetto Care Connections is pleased to partner with Family Health

Centers, Inc. to expand school-based telehealth in Calhoun and

Bamberg County schools and OCAB Head Start programs,” said

PCC Chief Executive Officer Kathy Schwarting. “Helping increase

access to health care and keeping health care local in the rural and

underserved areas of South Carolina is what Palmetto Care

Connections is all about.”

“School-based telehealth has been proven to reduce absences,

improve classroom behaviors, reduce Emergency Department visits

and result in less missed work and reduced medical costs for

parents,” said Kathy Rhoad, PCC director of public relations and

program development.

The types of care that can be provided through telehealth range from

coughs, colds, flu and strep throat to specialty care including access

to pediatric and behavioral health specialists and chronic disease

management such as asthma and diabetes.

The school nurse’s role includes evaluating the student and

determining whether he or she can benefit from a telehealth consult,

contacting the parent, connecting to Family Health Center medical

providers, performing examinations using digital telehealth equipment

and facilitating video conversations with between the provider, student

and parent. When appropriate, the school nurse can coordinate

getting prescriptions filled, delivered and administered to students.

“It all starts with the parental consent form,” said Family Health Center

Chief Executive Officer Leon A. Brunson, Sr. “For a student to be

eligible for telemedicine services, the school must have a parental

consent form on file. We are providing these forms to the schools this

week to send home with each student.”

“Family Health Center has served this region for fifty years and was

one of the first federally qualified health centers to be nationally

accredited by The Joint Commission. Telehealth is helping FHC

achieve its vision of improving the health of our community by working

in partnership with patients, providers and other organizations to

improve access and eliminate disparities,” said Brunson.

Family Health Centers, Inc. is a federally funded community health

center serving the medically underserved residents of Orangeburg,

Bamberg, Calhoun, and Upper Dorchester counties in S.C. The

organization has grown from one health center located on Magnolia

Street in Orangeburg, to six additional comprehensive primary care

sites in Bamberg, Neeses, Denmark, St. George, Vance, and St.

Matthews. Services offered include: Adult Medicine, Pediatrics,

OB/GYN, Podiatry, Dental, Health Education, X-Ray, Laboratory,

Pharmacy, Migrant Farm Worker Program and Behavioral/Social

Health. FHC’s fully equipped medical mobile units provide optometry

and dental services throughout the region.

Established in 2010, PCC is a non-profit organization that provides

technology, broadband, and telehealth support services to health care

providers in rural and underserved areas in S.C. PCC is the leader

of the Palmetto State Providers Network, a broadband consortium

which facilitates broadband connections throughout the state.

Left to Right: Becky Ripperdan, Melissa Mack, Shanel Dunkin, Stacey Cathie, DeEboney Chisolm, and Jenny Madonna

PALMETTO CARE CONNECTIONS 
AND FAMILY HEALTH CENTERS, INC. HOLD 

SCHOOL NURSE TELEHEALTH TRAINING



FAMILY HEALTH CENTERS, INC. 
RECEIVING BEHAVIORAL SERVICES FUNDS
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South Carolina is receiving $3.7 million to increase access to high-

quality, integrated behavioral health services, including the

prevention or treatment of mental health conditions and substance

use disorders, including opioid use disorder, through the Integrated

Behavioral Health Services (IBHS) program. 

Nationally, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’

Health Resources and Services Administration is awarding more

than $200 million in all states through the IBHS program. The Family

Health Centers, Inc. received $167,000. 

In addition to HRSA’s investments in community health centers,

HRSA’s Federal Office of Rural Health is awarding more than $111

million to 96 rural organizations across 37 states as part of its Rural

Communities Opioid Response Program initiative. South Carolina

will receive $3 million.

Nationally, HRSA is also awarding nearly $70 million to Opioid

Workforce Expansion Programs for Professionals and Paraprofes-

sionals to fund 64 grantees and over $17 million to the Graduate

Psychology Education Program to fund 49 grantees. South Carolina

will receive $252,900 in GPE funding.

Orangeburg-based Family Health Centers, Inc. received $96,000

as an award from the U.S. Department of Health

and Human Services (HHS). 

HHS recently announced $1,584,815 in Quality

Improvement Awards to 20 health centers in South Carolina.

Funded by the Health Resources and Services Administration,

South Carolina health centers will use these awards to improve the

quality, efficiency and value of the health care they provide. 

“President Trump’s vision for healthcare aims to deliver Americans

better value from the care they receive and, ultimately, better health.

Community health centers have consistently delivered these kinds

of results, including high-quality primary care at a significantly lower

cost than their peers and above-average results in controlling

chronic conditions,” said HHS Secretary Alex Azar. “This week’s

awards recognize especially high-achieving health centers.

America’s health centers are essential to producing results on our

actionable public health challenges, like HIV/AIDS and the opioid

crisis, as well as to building a healthcare system that delivers better

value and puts the patient at the center.” 

By providing patients access to high quality, value-based care,

health centers are uniquely positioned to meet the

nation’s most pressing health care needs, as well as

emerging health priorities. HRSA-funded health

centers are the first line of care in combatting the nation’s opioid

crisis. In 2018, health centers screened nearly 1.1 million people for

substance use disorder and ultimately provided medication-assisted

treatment to nearly 95,000 patients nationwide. 

HRSA-funded health centers are also playing an important role in

the White House Initiative Ending the HIV Epidemic by serving as a

key point of entry for the detection, diagnosis, prevention and

treatment of HIV. In 2018 alone, health centers provided more than

2.4 million HIV tests to more than 2 million patients. Nationwide,

health centers provide care to 1 in 6 patients diagnosed with HIV. 

HRSA’s Quality Improvement Awards recognize the work that health

centers do to address health priorities by designating health centers

that ranked in the top 1-2% in one or more key areas -- behavioral

health, diabetes prevention and management and heart health -- as

National Quality Leaders. The top 30% of health centers that

achieve the best overall clinical performance receive designation as

Health Center Quality Leaders. 

These awards also recognize health center achievements in other

areas, including improving cost-efficient care delivery while also

increasing quality of care, reducing health disparities, increasing

both the number of patients served and patients’ ability to access

comprehensive services, advancing the use of health information

technology and delivering patient-centered care. 

“HRSA-funded health centers continue to lead the U.S. healthcare

system in providing quality, value-based care to their communities”

said HRSA Acting Administrator Tom Engels. “Today we are

recognizing nearly all HRSA-funded health centers for their

continued improvements on clinical quality measures and

supporting them to continue as quality leaders nationwide in the

years to come.”

For more than 50 years, health centers have delivered affordable,

accessible, quality and cost-effective primary health care services

to patients. Today, nearly 1,400 health centers operate

approximately 12,000 service delivery sites that provide care to

more than 28 million patients nationwide.

FHC Receives $96,000 from HSRA

“This week’s awards recognize especially high-

achieving health centers. America’s health centers

are essential to producing results on our actionable

public health challenges, like HIV/AIDS and the

opioid crisis, as well as to building a healthcare

system that delivers better value and puts the

patient at the center.” – HHS Secretary Alex Azar
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Iman Adu-Ali Dr. Angelo DeVivo Hon. Jacob Gillens Asha Givens

FHC HONORING 
THEIR VETERANS

It is an honor to serve the veterans at Family Health Centers,

Inc. who have made sacrifices for our country that enable us

to live in a free country,” said Leon A. Brunson, Sr., Chief

Executive Officer Family Health Centers, Inc. “We honor and

respect these men and women and hope that our gesture of

remembrance reminds them of what they mean to us.”

Dr. Loren Harter Rachelle Hayward Shelby Pauling Tamekia Young
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FHC Offers Free Cancer Screening
During National Breast Cancer

Awareness Month
This October, the Family Health Centers, Inc. is proud to

participate in National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Breast

cancer is one of the most common kinds of cancer in women

after skin cancer. About 1 in 8 women born today in the United

States will get breast cancer at some point. The good news is

that most women can survive breast cancer if it’s found and

treated early.

• If you are a woman age 40 to 49, talk with your doctor about when to start getting mammograms and how often

to get them.

• If you are a woman age 50 to 74, be sure to get a mammogram every 2 years. You may also choose to get them

more often.

Talk to a doctor about your risk for breast cancer, especially if a close family member of yours had breast or

ovarian cancer. Your doctor can help you decide when and how often to get mammograms.

During the month of October, FHC will be providing Free Cancer Screening with visit.

Call today and schedule your appointment at 803-531-6900.

BECOME AN ADVOCATE
SIGN UP AND RECEIVE A

FREE T-SHIRT
For more than 50 years, community health centers have provided high-quality health care in communities across the

country. With the support of grassroots advocates, these centers have reached beyond medicine to improve lives,

enhance access, reduce health care costs and create a positive impact. Add your support to their lives and help keep

policymakers informed on the importance of community health centers. ‘Be the Voice’ for your community health center.

We are asking all Family Health Centers patients to take the pledge to become an advocate and sign up at one of our

satellite locations. By signing up you will receive a FREE T-shirt.

For more information, please call 803-531-6968.
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DENTAL HOURS OF OPERATION

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

ADULT MEDICINE AND PEDIATRIC 

HOURS OF OPERATION

Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

FOR AN APPOINTMENT, 

Free Dental Screening
for

Adults and Children
WITH VISIT

Monday – Friday 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.

For an appointment, call 803-531-6900 ext. 6780.

WALK-INS WELCOME
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Family Health Centers, Inc.
3310 Magnolia Street

Orangeburg, SC 29115
803-531-6900 

Denmark Family Health Center
5616 Carolina Highway

Denmark, SC 29042
803-793-4921

Family Health Center at Holly Hill
922 Holly Street

Holly Hill, SC 29059
803-496-7174

Norfield Medical Center
7061 Norway Road
Neeses, SC 29107

803-263-4086

St. George Medical Center
401 Ridge Street

St. George, SC 29477
843-563-5315

St. Matthews Medical Center
558 Chestnut Street

St. Matthews, SC 29135
803-874-2006

Community Medical Center
10278 Old #6 Hwy. 
Vance, SC 29163

803-492-3031

Dental Mobile Unit
3310 Magnolia Street

Orangeburg, SC 29115
803-747-1929

Optometry Mobile Unit
3310 Magnolia Street

Orangeburg, SC 29115
803-707-0445

www.myfhc.org

FAMILY HEALTH CENTERS CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

Follow us at www.twitter.com/myfhc and like us at www.facebook.com/familyhealthcentersinc

Denmark-Olar Elementary
1459 Soloman Blatt Blvd.

Denmark, SC 29042

Denmark-Olar Middle School
45 Green Street

Denmark, SC 29042

Denmark-Olar High School
197 Viking Circle

Denmark, SC 29042

St. Matthews K-8 School
135 Saints Avenue

St. Matthews, SC 29135

Sandy Run K-8 School
450 Old Swamp Road
Swansea, SC 29160

Calhoun County High School
150 Saints Avenue

St. Matthews, SC 29135
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