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Since 2017, the HYPE (Hamilton Young People Empowered) Program, a non-profit 
and registered 501(c)(3), has filled a void that the community of Hamilton 
desperately needed to be filled – a safe space for 7 through 12 grade students to learn, 
grow, and play. HYPE Teen Center, located at 228 Court Street on the second floor of 
the Hamilton Journal Building, is the only teen center in Hamilton.  

Because of superhuman 
devotion, commitment, 
and community-wide 
respect for Pastor 
Shaquila Mathews, HYPE 
thrives. Students need 
and respect the program. 
Parents need and respect 
the program. Community 
members such as the 
mayor, the Chief of Police, 
and the Captain of the 
Fire Dept. need and 
respect the program. 
HYPE not only supports students but also their families and the community. 

When the pandemic forced change, Pastor Shaq and the HYPE team quickly evolved. 
She saw that as the schools closed and the students shifted to online learning from 
home, a whole variety of additional stressors entered the lives of students and their 
families. Students faced diminished learning, time management issues, social 
isolation, technology issues, and increased incidence of depression and anger. Pastor 
Shaq leads the HYPE Team in understanding and combating these negative side 

effects. The HYPE team works 
tirelessly to support the whole 
student by staying connected to 
families and to the schools and by 
working with other support agencies 
such as Envision Partnerships, Lane 
Libraries, Pathways to Hope and 
more. 

As everyone knows, teenage human 
beings are perpetually hungry. Every 
program or event at HYPE includes 
food. So far, in the 20-21 school 
year, HYPE served over 5000 
free meals to its students and 

has provided over 7000 snacks. Many of the HYPE students qualify for free or 
reduced meals at school, so over the summer, HYPE will fill that void - often 
supported by community partners who just show up with food to share. 
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HYPE Programs 

 
 

(1) Job Mentorship 
  

(2) Kick Back After School Program 
 

(3) Study Hall 
 

(4) Lessons of All Sorts 
 

(5) Barbershop or Beauty Book Clubs 
 

(6) Special Events 
 
 

 

The HYPE Promise 
 

HYPE’s mission is to ensure that all HYPE students earn their high school diploma and 
develop a strong, positive sense of self with a clear vision for their future. HYPE lives its 
mission by opening the door for students to overcome societal stereotypes or harmful pre-
written stories so that they learn that through education, curiosity, a sense of self-worth, and 
hard work, everything is possible. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Hamilton City Mayor Pat 
Moeller helping a student learn 
about civic responsibility and 
engagement 
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HYPE 2019 Job and Mentoring Participants 

 

 

 

 
(1) Pastor Shaq Youth Mentorship Program 

 

The Pastor Shaq Youth Mentorship Program is an eight-week summer program open 
to students ages 13 through 18. Students work hard and earn a stipend. Additionally, 
the students engage in lessons in entrepreneurship, financial literacy, community and 
civic engagement, resumé building, and the do’s and don’ts of being a good employee. 
The students are required to dress for success while seasoned experts and prominent 
community leaders lead the lessons. 

2021 will be the sixth year of The Pastor Shaq Youth Mentorship Program. As the 
program continues to grow, the opportunity to mentor more and more students and 
to build relationships throughout the community grows as well. HYPE looks forward 
to strengthening their connections with area companies as students create 
connections and visions of their future. 
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(2) Kick Back After School 

Program 
 

In February of 2021, HYPE Kick Back 
started as an after-school program 
occurring four days a week, but the 
students wanted more. They put together a 
proposal, and now the after-school 
program happens five days a week.   

 
Monday through Friday, after school, 
instead of going home to an empty house 
or one without supervision, students take 
the activity bus to the HYPE Teen Center. 
HYPE provides homework help, art, music 
or fitness lessons, and a safe space. An 
average day for the Kick Back program 
involves more than 50+ students.  

 
Occurs: Monday through Friday from 
3:30 pm to 6:00 pm. 

 
(3) Study Hall 

 
HYPE Study Hall happens every 
weekday during the school year from 8 
am to 3:30 pm. Students attend their 
online courses (each student is attending 
a different course) with a HYPE staff 
member in the room and math or reading 
tutors in the next. 

 
The program is a direct response to the 
pandemic. School had shifted to online 
learning and many students were home 
alone to deal with all kinds of issues (tech 
trouble, loneliness, motivation, 
clarification of assignments, and more). 
HYPE supports 9 to 15 students a day. 

Started: August 24, 2020 

Who should come: Students who are 
taking online courses and could benefit 
from a some guidance and human touch. 

 

  
Father’s Night Out 

 
“When Pastor Shaq invited me to Father’s Night Out I knew 
it was important to be a part to connect with other fathers. I 
knew this would give me the time to spend quality time with 
my son and create memories.” - Demauntezz Oatis 
 
“It was so much fun hanging out with my dad and playing 
video games.” - Deion Oatis 
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Healing 
Through 

Art 
 

On March 4, 2021, over 70 people came to the HYPE Teen Center to experience Healing 
Through Art. Mr. Billingsley, one of the many HYPE volunteers, is a certified art 
therapist, and every week he shares his talents with the students of HYPE. For this event, 
the students shared their work. The goal of the evening was to bring about healing and 
understanding regarding current events, to connect with artists from Inside Out, and to 
have fun through song, paint, music, and sharing. It was a huge success. 
 

 

  
 

4) Lessons of All Sorts 
 

 
Art Lessons and Healing Through Art 
Taught by: Brent Billingsley 
Occurs: Once per week 
Cost: FREE! 
 
Music Lessons 
Taught by: Charles Riggins 
Occurs: Once per week 
Cost: FREE! 
 
Boxing Lessons 
Taught by: Michael Imhoff 
Occurs: Wednesday and Friday 
Cost: $5 per week OR $30 per month 
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(5) Books & Barbers or Beauty 

 
Books & Barbershops or Beauty & Books was a summer book club, meeting three 
times over the summer, with the direct purpose of minimizing the summer slide while 
young men got a trim, read and discussed a book, and joined the community of readers.  

In the summer of 2019, 135 students attended, 
and the young men all read Above the Line: 
Lessons in Leadership and Life from a 
Championship Season by Urban Meyer. 

During the summer 2020, in the middle of the 
pandemic, 88 students participated. The young 
men read Letters to a Young Brother by Hill 
Harper. 

For the summer of 2021, HYPE will add a 
Beauty component and bring the whole 
program to the HYPE Teen Center. 

Additionally, HYPE connected with the Lane Library in order to get multiple copies of 
single titles allowing for greater choice and greater guidance. 

 

  
(6) Special Events - Father’s Night Out, Open Gyms, Field Trips, 

Healing Through Art & MORE TO COME . . . 
 

Open Gym, held in the gym at different schools and prior to COVID, 300+ students and their 
families showed up for a night of basketball, good food, and good friends. As soon as the high school 
allows, this program will resume. Family Programming happens twice a month.  

Field Trips are a way for the HYPE students to go places and to 
experience events and activities that are outside their typical scope. For 
example, the field trip to the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra to hear an 
orchestra present hip-hop is a night that the HYPE students will not 
forget. 

Father’s Night Out, a program for HYPE teens and their fathers, 
provides the opportunity to discuss hot topics and for fathers and sons 
to spend some quality time together. 

Healing Through Art happened on 3/xx/2021, and over 70 people 
came to experience and respect the art produced by the HYPE teen 
artists.  

HYPE Talent is Everywhere (COMING SOON)! Planned by and for the HYPE students, in June 
2021, HYPE teens will display not only their musical and artistic talent but also their learning, their 
academic projects, and their hopes for the future. 
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HYPE next year . . . 

More. Better. Stronger. 
With your help. . . 

 
HYPE needs your help because HYPE is completely staffed by 
volunteers and completely funded through the kindness of donors. In 
order to continue the good work, please consider making a donation. 
 
Here is what each program costs to run: 
 
(1) Job Mentorship  

1) stipend for 32 students for 8 weeks = $6400 
2) supplies (t-shirts, gloves, trash bags) = $3000 

  
(2) Kick Back After School Program 

1) snacks for 50 students x 5 days a week = $300 per week 
2) equipment upgrade and replacement = $5000 

 
(3) Study Hall 

1) breakfast & lunch = $450 per week 
 
(4) Lessons of All Sorts 

1) art supplies, music books, boxing equipment = $6000 
 
(5) Barbershop or Beauty Book Clubs 

1) haircuts or fingernails for 32 = $3200 
2) snacks = $200 per week 

 
(6) Special Events 

1) field trip for 30 students and chaperones = $2500 average 
2) Ice Cream Social = $750 
3) Father’s Night Out = $500 

 
To volunteer or donate, please visit HYPEHamilton.org and click on 
the HELP tab. We accept all major credit cards. 
 
 
Thank you. 
Pastor Shaq and the entire HYPE team 
HYPE is a registered 501(c)(3), non-profit organization. 
  

 

 


